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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to enact comprehensive and practical legislation for the Land Between the Lakes.

WHEREAS, when the Land Between the Lakes was established as federal property, over nine hundred families lost a shared legacy traced to the 1700's and a promise was made to those families that no commercial development would ever be allowed on the land given up by them; and

WHEREAS, the original vision for the Land Between the Lakes pictured a balance between competing uses for the land and the original goal was to build a synergistic relationship between birdwatchers, hunters, environmental educators, and others who value and use the land in different ways; and

WHEREAS, new legislation for the Land Between the Lakes must stipulate that the mission of the land's managing agency should not be to merely minimize the conflicts among competing land uses but should seek dynamic and innovative methods to integrate differing land uses;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The United States Congress is urged to enact new legislation for the management of the Land Between the Lakes. The legislation should include the following:

(1)
A mission statement based on, and entirely consistent with, the traditional mission of the Land Between the Lakes and the early assurances of the Tennessee Valley Authority spokespersons;

(2)
Diligent and forceful oversight by appropriate members and committees of Congress;

(3)
More, and more significant, citizen input into the policies and operations related to the Land Between the Lakes, preferably by the creation of a regional advisory committee that takes into account in its membership the fact that some citizens paid a disproportionate price when the Land Between the Lakes was formed;

(4)
Funding that is realistic for a competent, frugal, and dedicated agency to fulfill the mission for the Land Between the Lakes in a professional manner;

(5)
A "savings clause" to clarify and preserve the moral and legal rights of former residents and their descendants, for example, "Nothing in this Act shall be construed to affect, modify, or diminish any rights of former residents of 'land between the rivers' or their descendants.";

(6)
Sanctions for noncompliance and incentives for compliance;

(7)
A requirement that the use of "requests for proposal" to determine the best qualified agency or alternative to carry out the mission or component of the mission for the Land Between the Lakes;

(8)
A "perpetuity clause" specifying that the mission of the Land Between the Lakes is irrevocably tied to "place" and not to the stewardship agency;

(9)
A proscription of "sufficiency language" that could be construed to absolve the assigned agency from full compliance with relevant legislation, for example, the Administrative Procedures Act, the National Environmental Education Act, and the Clean Air Act;

(10)
A mandate that the Land Between the Lakes become a model for research and to implement such ideas as green magnets; retrodevelopment, restoration, and preservation used as economic tools; alternative funding; innovative and noncommercial partnerships; volunteerism; and land trusts;

(11)
Clarify the disposition of real or potential problems, for example, the distribution of generated revenues;

(12)
A proscription against activities that are incompatible with the purposes for which the Land Between the Lakes was established; and

(13)
Ensure that the Land Between the Lakes is managed as a special component of a larger, more significant river basin system.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation.
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