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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a special interim study committee to study the feasibility, benefits, and implementation of a strategy for a Rails to Trails Program throughout the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, the conversion of abandoned or unused railroad right-of-way to pedestrian and nonmotorized vehicle roadways has become national policy through the National Trails Systems Act; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has an abundance of abandoned and unused railroads; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky ranks 47th in the United States with only four miles of rail trails. Currently there are 1.65 miles at Cadiz, KY and 2 miles at Louisville. Significant opportunities are being lost; and 

WHEREAS, the conversion of abandoned or unused railroads to trails has been shown to benefit tourism, business development, preservation of transportation options, historic preservation, recreation opportunities, health, and other public benefits;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.  The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a special interim study committee to study the feasibility, benefits, and implementation strategy for a Rails to Trails Program throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The study committee shall be composed of fifteen members of the General Assembly with Senate and House co-chairs appointed by the Legislative Research Commission. The study committee shall include the Chair of the Senate Economic Development and Labor Committee, and the Chairs of both the House Economic Development Committee, and the House Tourism Development and Energy Committee.

Section 2.  The special interim study committee shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission by July 30, 1999.

Section 3.  Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost $15,000. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.
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