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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Lowering age of juvenile detention


	SPONSOR
	Rep Rob Wilkey


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 local law enforcement, jails and jailers


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill lowers the age at which juveniles can qualify to stay in juvenile detention facilities. The bill amends KRS 635.080 regarding who is tried as a public offender and who is tried as a youthful offender to set forth the grounds for trial as a youthful offender; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 635 to provide that no child over 17 shall be detained in a juvenile detention facility and that at age 18 the person be transferred to an adult detention facility. It amends KRS 640.010 relating to the court decision to try a person as a youthful offender to change the court "finds" to the court "is of the opinion"; amends KRS 640.020 relating to the grounds for transfer and trial as a youthful offender to correspond with those in KRS 635.080; amends KRS 640.030 relating to sentencing of youthful offenders to provide that when the youthful offender becomes 18 that he is returned to the sentencing circuit court to be placed on probation or incarcerated in an institution operated by the Department of Corrections; amends KRS 640.040 relating to sentencing of youthful offenders to remove restriction on parole or conditional discharge; amends KRS 640.070 relating to transfer of youthful offenders to department of Corrections to include violence against another resident of a youth facility; amends KRS 40.100 and KRS 40.110 relating to juvenile records to include the Department of Juvenile Justice; amends KRS 610.320 relating to juvenile records to provide that the juvenile court make all juvenile records available to the circuit court when the circuit court is making bail decisions for a person charged as a youthful offender.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact is indeterminable but very small. There may be some small reduction in the cost of juvenile public offender incarceration when such (18-year old) juveniles are sent/transferred to adult jails at age 18 or when a juvenile is adjudicated as a youthful offender per the provisions of the bill. Local jails cost about $25 per day and juvenile facilities cost in excess of $90 per day.
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