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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Electricians


	SPONSOR
	Rep. Joni Jenkins


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Local licensing and inspection programs


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	X
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill requires the Department of Housing, Building, and Construction to license electrical contractors, master electricians, and journeyman electricians.  It also requires the registration of apprentice electricians and trainees.  The maximum number of apprentice electricians or trainees that may be supervised by a master or journeyman electrician will be determined by the Department of Labor.  Cities and counties will be allowed to continue to license electricians until July 1, 1999.  After that date, cities and counties will no longer be allowed to issue licenses, all licenses will be issued by the Department of Housing, Building, and Construction.  However, local governments may continue to operate as agents of the Department of Housing, Building, and Construction.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The impact of the bill is indeterminable.  A complete list of affected governments is unavailable.  A partial list of affected governments would include  the cities of Louisville, Bowling Green, Owensboro, Ashland, and Georgetown, and Jefferson County, Fayette County, and the Northern Kentucky area.  Most of the jurisdictions have departments that specialize in inspection and licensing.  These departments are almost totally self-supporting through license and permit fees.  If these departments meet the criteria of an "authorized city or county," then the bill may have no effect upon them.

There may be some cost attached to becoming an authorized city or county.  Those local governments that do not use the Department of Housing, Building and Construction's approved test for licensure will have to change the their test to remain an "authorized" entity.  There may have to be an increase or decrease in the size of the examining board as well.  It is not clear what changes, if any, will have to be made by local governments that currently license electricians to remain an "authorized" entity.

After July 1, 1999, the fees charged by local departments of inspection and licensing will be determined by the Department of Housing, Building, and Construction.  If these fees are in excess of the current fee structure this bill will represent a net increase in revenue to local governments.  If, however, these fees are less that the current fee structures this bill will represent a net loss to local governments.

	DATA SOURCE(S)
	Department of Housing, Building, and Construction, Department of Local Government, Louisville Department of Inspections, and Permits, Jefferson County Code Enforcement Department, Fayette County Division of Building Inspection, Bowling Green Department of Housing and Community Development, Owensboro Office of the Electrical Inspector, Northern Kentucky Electrical Authority.
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