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AN ACT relating to economic development.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 154.22-040 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each year the authority shall under its rural economic development assistance program, on the basis of the final unemployment figures calculated by the Department for Employment Services within the Cabinet for Workforce Development, determine which counties have had a countywide rate of unemployment exceeding the statewide unemployment rate of the Commonwealth in the most recent five (5) consecutive calendar years and shall certify those counties as qualified counties. 

(2)
The authority shall under its rural economic development assistance program designate those counties that do not meet the provisions of subsection (1) of this section but meet the criteria of counties with exceptional circumstances, and shall certify those counties as qualified counties. Criteria for designating a county with exceptional circumstances shall include:

(a)
A sudden increase in county unemployment that is not temporary or seasonal in nature and that results from:

1.
Plant closures;

2.
Natural disaster that causes the loss of businesses; or

3.
Cancellation of major contracts resulting in unemployment; and

(b)
A county unemployment figure, based on the average of six (6) consecutive months, that exceeds for the same months the statewide six (6) consecutive month average by two hundred percent (200%), as calculated by the Department for Employment Services within the Cabinet for Workforce Development.
(3)
If the authority determines that a county which has previously been certified as a qualified county no longer has an unemployment rate that meets the criteria of subsection (2) of this section[above the state average], the authority shall decertify that county. The authority shall not finance any facilities in that county and an approved company shall not be eligible for the incentives offered by KRS 154.22-010 to 154.22-070 for those counties qualified pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, unless the financing agreements required herein are entered into by all parties prior to July 1 of the year following the calendar year in which the authority decertified that county and, for those counties qualified pursuant to subsection (2) of this section, unless the financing agreements required herein are entered into by all parties no later than eighteen (18) months following the month of decertification.

(4)[(2)]
The authority shall establish the procedures and standards for the determination and approval of eligible companies and their economic development projects by the promulgation of administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A. The criteria for approval of eligible companies and economic development projects shall include but not be limited to the creditworthiness of eligible companies; the number of new jobs to be provided by an economic development project to residents of the Commonwealth; and the likelihood of the economic success of the economic development project.

(5)[(3)]
The economic development project shall involve a minimum investment of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) by the eligible company and shall result in the creation by the eligible company, within two (2) years from the date of the final approval authorizing the economic development project, of a minimum of fifteen (15) new full-time jobs at the site of the economic development project for Kentucky residents to be employed by the eligible company and to be held by persons subject to the personal income tax of the Commonwealth. The authority may extend this two (2) year period upon the written application of an eligible company requesting an extension. No economic development project which will result in the replacement of manufacturing facilities existing in the state shall be approved by the authority; however, the authority may approve an economic development project that:

(a)
Rehabilitates a manufacturing facility:

1.
Which has not been in operation for a period of ninety (90) or more consecutive days; or

2.
The title to which is vested in other than the eligible company or an affiliate of the eligible company and that is sold or transferred pursuant to a foreclosure ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction or an order of a bankruptcy court of competent jurisdiction;

(b)
Replaces a manufacturing facility existing in the Commonwealth:

1.
The title to which shall have been taken under the exercise of the power of eminent domain, or the title to which shall be the subject of a nonappealable judgment granting the authority to exercise the power of eminent domain, in either event to the extent that normal operations cannot be resumed at the facility within twelve (12) months; or

2.
Which has been damaged or destroyed by fire or other casualty to the extent that normal operations cannot be resumed at the facility within twelve (12) months; or

(c)
Replaces an existing manufacturing facility located in the same qualified county, and the existing manufacturing facility to be replaced cannot be expanded due to the unavailability of real estate at or adjacent to the manufacturing facility to be replaced. Any economic development project satisfying the requirements of this subsection shall only be eligible for inducements to the extent of the expansion, and no inducements shall be available for the equivalent of the manufacturing facility to be replaced. No economic development project otherwise satisfying the requirements of this subsection shall be approved by the authority which results in a lease abandonment or lease termination by the approved company without the consent of the lessor.

(6)[(4)]
With respect to each eligible company making an application to the authority for inducements, and with respect to the economic development project described in the application, the authority shall request materials and make inquiries of the applicant as necessary or appropriate. Upon review of the application and completion of initial inquiries, the authority may, by resolution, give its preliminary approval by designating an eligible company as a preliminarily approved company and authorizing the undertaking of the economic development project. After preliminary approval and completion by the eligible company of its bond, loan, or other financing and review thereof by the authority, the authority may by final approval designate an eligible company to be an approved company.

Section 2.   KRS 154.22-050 is amended to read as follows:

The authority may enter into, with any approved company, a financing agreement with respect to its economic development project. Subject to the inclusion of the mandatory provisions set forth below, the terms and provisions of each financing agreement shall be determined by negotiations between the authority and the approved company.

(1)
If an eligible company, at the time of submission of its application to the authority to become an approved company, requests the authority in writing to issue bonds on its behalf, then each financing agreement used in connection with the issuance of bonds by the authority shall include the following provisions:

(a)
The term of a financing agreement shall not be less than the last maturity of the bonds issued with respect to the economic development project, except that the financing agreement may terminate upon the earlier redemption of all of the bonds issued with respect to the economic development project and, if the authority owns the economic development project, the authority may grant to the approved company or its affiliate an option to purchase, for the consideration the authority may approve, the economic development project from the authority upon the termination of the financing agreement. Nothing in this subsection shall limit the extension of the term of a financing agreement if there is a refunding of the correlative bonds or otherwise.

(b)
All proceeds of any bonds incurred in connection with the economic development project shall be expended by the approved company within three (3) years from the date of the financing agreement. In the event that all proceeds of bonds incurred in connection with the economic development project are not fully expended within the three (3) year period, the amount of the authorized inducements shall automatically be reduced to and shall not be greater than the amount of proceeds actually expended by the approved company within the three (3) year period.

(c)
The financing agreement shall specify that the annual obligations of the approved company pursuant to KRS 154.22-010 to 154.22-080 shall equal in each year the annual debt service for that year on the bonds issued with respect to the economic development project; and the approved company shall pay such obligation of the financing agreement to the trustee for bonds issued for the benefit of the approved company, at such time and in such amounts sufficient to amortize such bonds.

(d)
1.
In consideration for financing agreement payment, the approved company may be permitted the following during the period of time not to exceed fifteen (15) years from the activation date in which the financing agreement is in effect, which period of time shall commence for purposes of the following upon the date of the financing agreement.

a.
A one hundred percent (100%) credit against the Kentucky income tax that otherwise would be owed in the year, as determined under KRS 141.347, to the Commonwealth by the approved company on the income of the approved company generated by or arising out of the economic development project, the credit not to exceed the total debt service paid under the respective financing agreement; plus

b.
The aggregate assessment withheld by the approved company in each year.

2.
The income tax credited to the approved company referred to herein shall be credited for the fiscal year for which the tax return of the approved company is filed. The approved company shall not be required to pay estimated income tax payments as prescribed in KRS 141.042.

(e)
1.
The financing agreement shall provide that the assessments, when added to the credit for the Kentucky income tax herein granted, shall not exceed the total financing agreement annual payment by the approved company in any year; however, to the extent that financing agreement annual payments exceed credits received and assessments collected in any year, the excess payment may be recouped from excess credits or assessment collections in succeeding years.

2.
If in any fiscal year of the approved company during which the financing agreement is in effect the total of the income tax credit granted to the approved company plus the assessment collected from the wages of the employees equals the annual payment pursuant to the financing agreement, and if all excess payments pursuant to the financing agreement accumulated in prior years have been recouped, the assessment collected from the wages of the employees shall cease for the remainder of that fiscal year of the approved company, and the approved company shall resume normal personal income tax and occupational license fee withholdings from the employees' wages for the remainder of that fiscal year.

3.
If in any fiscal year of the approved company during which the financing agreement is in effect, the total of the income tax credit granted to the approved company plus the assessment collected from the wages of the employees exceeds the annual payment pursuant to the financing agreement, and if all excess payments pursuant to the financing agreement accumulated in prior years have been recouped, the approved company shall pay the excess to the Commonwealth as income tax.

4.
If in any fiscal year of the approved company during which the financing agreement is in effect the assessment collected from the wages of the employees exceeds the annual payment pursuant to the financing agreement, and if all excess payments pursuant to the financing agreement accumulated in prior years have been recouped, the assessment collected from the wages of the employees shall cease for the remainder of that fiscal year of the approved company, the approved company shall resume normal personal income tax and occupational license fee withholdings from the employees' wages for the remainder of that fiscal year, and the approved company shall remit to the Commonwealth and applicable local jurisdictions their respective shares of the excess assessment collected on the withholding filing date for employees' wages next succeeding the first date when the approved company collected excess assessments.

(f)
The financing agreement shall provide in substance that:

1.
It may be assigned by the approved company only upon the prior written consent of the authority following the adoption of a resolution by the authority to such effect; and

2.
Upon default by the approved company in any obligations under the financing agreement or other documents evidencing, securing, or related to the approved company's obligations, the authority, or any of its assignees, shall have the right, at its option, to declare the financing agreement or other such documents in default; and

a.
Accelerate and declare the total of all such payments due by the approved company and sell the economic development project at public, private, or judicial sale;

b.
Pursue any remedy provided under the financing agreement or other such documents;

c.
Pursue all other remedies available to it under the Kentucky Uniform Commercial Code;

d.
Be entitled to the appointment of a receiver by the Circuit Court wherein any part of the economic development project is located; and

e.
Pursue any other remedy at law to which it appears entitled.

3.
All remedies provided in subsection (1)(f)2. of this section shall be deemed cumulative.

(2)
If an eligible company, at the time of submission of its application to the authority to become an approved company, does not request the authority in writing to issue bonds on its behalf, then each financing agreement used in connection with loans or other financing (other than bonds issued by the authority for which subsection (1) of this section shall be used) shall include the following provisions:

(a)
The term of a financing agreement, which shall commence on the date of the financing agreement, shall not be longer than:

1.
The maturity of any loan or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project, except that the financing agreement may terminate upon the earlier prepayment of all loans or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project; or

2.
Fifteen (15) years from the activation date.

3.
Nothing in this subsection shall limit the extension of the term of a financing agreement if there is a refinancing of the loans or other financing. The authority shall not own an economic development project that is the subject of this form of financing agreement.

(b)
All proceeds of any loan or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project shall be expended by the approved company within three (3) years from the date of the financing agreement. In the event that all proceeds of any loan or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project are not fully expended within the three (3) year period, the authorized inducements shall automatically be reduced to and shall not be greater than the amount of proceeds actually expended by the approved company within the three (3) year period.

(c)
1.
The approved company may be permitted the following during the term of the financing agreement:

a.
A one-hundred percent (100%) credit against the Kentucky income tax that otherwise would be owed in the year, as determined under KRS 141.347, to the Commonwealth by the approved company on the income of the approved company generated by or arising out of the economic development project, such credit not to exceed the total debt service paid with respect to the loans or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project; plus

b.
The aggregate assessment withheld by the approved company in each year.

2.
The income tax credited to the approved company shall be credited for the fiscal year for which the tax return of the approved company is filed. The approved company shall not be required to pay estimated income tax payments as prescribed in KRS 141.042.

(d)
1.
The financing agreement shall provide that the assessments, when added to the credit for the Kentucky income tax as provided in KRS 154.22-060, shall not exceed the total annual debt service payments of the approved company with respect to the loans or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project in any year; however, to the extent that such annual debt service payments exceed credits received and assessments collected in any year, the excess payment may be recouped from excess credits or assessment collections in succeeding years.

2.
If, in any fiscal year of the approved company during which the financing agreement is in effect, the total of the income tax credit granted to the approved company, plus the assessment collected from the wages of the employees, equals the annual debt service payments with respect to the loans or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project, and if all excess payments with respect to the loans or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project accumulated in prior years have been recouped, the assessment collected from the wages of the employees shall cease for the remainder of that fiscal year of the approved company and the approved company shall resume normal personal income tax and occupational license fee withholdings from the employees' wages for the remainder of that fiscal year.

3.
If in any fiscal year of the approved company during which the financing agreement is in effect the total of the income tax credit granted to the approved company plus the assessment collected from the wages of the employees exceeds the annual payment pursuant to the financing agreement, and if all excess payments pursuant to the financing agreement accumulated in prior years have been recouped, the approved company shall pay the excess to the Commonwealth as income tax.

4.
If in any fiscal year of the approved company during which the financing agreement is in effect the assessment collected from the wages of the employees exceeds the annual payment pursuant to the financing agreement, and if all excess payments pursuant to the financing agreement accumulated in prior years have been recouped, the assessment collected from the wages of the employees shall cease for the remainder of that fiscal year of the approved company, the approved company shall resume normal personal income tax and occupational license fee withholdings from the employees' wages for the remainder of that fiscal year, and the approved company shall remit to the Commonwealth and applicable local jurisdictions their respective shares of the excess assessment collected on the withholding filing date for employees wages next succeeding the first date when the approved company collected excess assessments.

(e)
The financing agreement shall provide in substance that it may be assigned by the approved company only upon the prior written consent of the authority following the adoption of a resolution by the authority to that effect.

(f)
The financing agreement shall provide that an approved company shall require of any lender to the approved company funding the loans or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project written evidence to be provided to the authority of payments of all annual debt service to such lender. Such evidence shall be provided to the authority within forty-five (45) days after the end of each fiscal year of the financing agreement.

(g)
The financing agreement shall provide that if an approved company fails to comply with its respective obligations under the financing agreement, or that the lender to an approved company fails to comply with its requirements set forth in subsection (2)(f) of this section, or is declared in default under the loans or other financing incurred in connection with the economic development project, then the authority, or any of its assignees, shall have the right, at its option, to:

1.
Suspend the availability of the income tax credits and job development assessment fees to the approved company;

2.
Pursue any remedy provided under the financing agreement, including termination thereof; and

3.
Pursue any other remedy at law to which it appears entitled.

(3)
All remedies provided in subsection (2)(g) of this section shall be deemed cumulative.

(4)
Pursuant to this section, the activation date shall be established by the approved company in the financing agreement at any time in a two (2) year period after the date of final approval of the financing agreement by the authority. To implement the activation date, the approved company shall notify the authority, the Revenue Cabinet, and the approved company's employees of the activation date when the implementation of the inducements authorized in the financing agreement shall occur. If the approved company does not satisfy the minimum investment and minimum employment requirements of KRS 154.22-040(5)[(3)] by the activation date, the approved company shall not be entitled to receive inducements pursuant to this subchapter until the approved company satisfies the requirements; however, the fifteen (15) year period for the term of the financing agreement shall begin from the activation date. Notwithstanding the previous sentence, if the approved company does not satisfy the minimum investment and minimum employment requirements of KRS 154.22-040(5)[(3)] within two (2) years from the date of final approval of the financing agreement, then the approved company shall be ineligible to receive inducements under this subchapter unless an extension is approved by the authority.
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