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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Jail standards and inspections


	SPONSOR
	Rep. A. Arnold


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Jailers


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill extends the rule making authority of the Jail Standards Commission (created by Executive Order number 81-1026).  Currently, the Commission creates standards for local detention facilities that house state prisoners.  This bill requires the adoption of the Commission's recommendations for local detention facilities that do not house state prisoners, as well.  The only portions of the recommendations that are to be adopted are those provisions related to Health and Life Safety.  The Department of Corrections shall not require local detention facilities to adopt other recommendations beyond Health and Life Safety.  The bill also requires the Department of Corrections to inspect jails twice per year, more if necessary.  This is a change from the current requirement for annual inspections.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The impact of this bill ought to be minimal or a net saving for local detention facilities.  There are currently approximately 14 jails to which the provisions of this bill will apply.  The Department of Corrections believes that 10 of these jails already meet the requirements of this bill.  The other 4 jails are making efforts to come into compliance with the Life and Health Safety recommendations.   
The Department of Corrections reports that the alternative to this bill would be that these 14 jails be inspected by the Health Department and the Fire Marshals Office.   The bill allows the Department of Corrections to inspect these facilities, under the Jail Standards Commission recommendations.  Without this authority these 14 jails will come under the stricter regulations of the Health Department or Fire Marshal's Office.  In this case these 14 jails may be forced into more expensive modifications than they are currently undergoing or they may be forced to close.

In short, this bill's effect ought to be minimal.  Most of the facilities affected by it are already in compliance.  The other  4 jails are making efforts to come into compliance.  This compliance effort is less expensive than the alternative inspection regime.
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