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AN ACT relating to aquaculture.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 260.960 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The General Assembly recognizes the importance of aquaculture[fish farming] to the agricultural economy of the state.

(2)
"Aquaculture" means the science, art, and business of producing and raising aquatic organisms under controlled or semicontrolled conditions["Farm-raised fish" means native or exotic fish species spawned or raised under controlled conditions in private waters for commercial purposes].

(3)
The State Department of Agriculture shall promote the development of markets for aquacultural products[farm-raised fish]. The department shall work cooperatively with Kentucky State University's aquaculture program utilizing its expertise in the area of aquaculture[fish farming]. The department also shall work cooperatively with other state agencies in assisting aquaculture producers[fish farmers] to obtain the necessary permits.

[(4)
This section shall not affect the powers of the Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission or the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources as contained in KRS Chapter 150.]
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