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MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
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	(X)
	House
	Bill No.
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	() Resolution No.
	
	
	() Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to charitable health care services.


	SPONSOR
	Representative Larry Brandstetter


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	               Impact
	               No Impact
	 X   Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	                  State
	                       Local
	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	


	Fund(s) Impact:
	     X         General
	                Road
	               Federal

	
	                     Restricted Agency (Type)
	               (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	


______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Defines and provides service guidelines for charitable health care providers; requires that charitable health care providers register with the Cabinet for Health Services (CHS) in addition to the Department of Insurance and submit utilization data to CHS; and requires that CHS utilize the $50 registration fee to pay for malpractice insurance premiums for charitable health care providers, in addition to the General Fund under current law.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Create new sections of Chapter 216 to define "charitable health care provider," "regularly practice," and "sponsoring organization"; provide that no additional license or certificate otherwise required under KRS Chapters 211, 216, 311,312, 313, or 314 shall be required in order for a charitable health care provider or person who lawfully practices under an exception to licensure or certification to voluntarily provide health care services; provide that a person whose license or certificate has been suspended or revoked, or who provides services outside his or her scope of practice shall not provide charitable health care services; provide for registration with CHS and registration fee of $50; provide that CHS shall provide information regarding the health services available in the state on request of the charitable health care provider; provide that within 15 days of the provision of services, the provider or sponsoring organization shall file a charitable health services report with the cabinet; require that the sponsoring organization shall maintain a list of charitable health care providers, shall maintain a copy of their licensure or certification, shall require each provider to attest that his or her license or certificate is not suspended or revoked, and shall maintain records for 5 years; declare compliance with the section to be prima facie evidence that the organization has exercised due care; allow the cabinet to revoke a registration for failure to comply with the Act, under the provisions of KRS Chapter 13B; require the cabinet to review the reports and provide an analysis of the provision of charitable health care services to the General Assembly by October 1 of each year; state that persons providing charitable health care services are not subject to provisions of KRS Chapter 211, 216, 311, 312, 313, or 314 relating to itinerant providers, licensing, or certification, and any requirements relating to licensing or certification are satisfied by displaying a photocopy of the license, certification, or exemption from the state or location where the person is licensed, certified, or exempt; state the finding that access to health care is a concern of the General Assembly; amend KRS 304.40-075 to change the definition of "charitable health care provider"; provide that registration fees collected by the cabinet shall be used to pay for medical malpractice insurance; require that a copy of the registration filed with the cabinet shall be filed with the Department of Insurance as a condition of receiving medical malpractice insurance; require the department to make available information on the registration of charitable health care providers to the cabinet, and provide that the Department shall not provide medical malpractice insurance unless the provider has also registered with the cabinet; provide that the Act may be cited as the Kentucky Charitable Health Care Services Act.

GA - Delete the requirement that a charitable health care provider not regularly practice in the Commonwealth; add a requirement that the charitable provider be associated with an organized clinical entity; delete the requirement of documentation of a current license and add requirement for a Kentucky license; delete the requirement that the cabinet file a report on charitable health care providers; require sponsoring organizations to report dates, services and recipients to the cabinet; replace the "analysis" requirement with "report" requirement; require that the name and location of individuals registered with the cabinet as charitable health care providers be reported to the cabinet. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  According to the Cabinet for Health Services (CHS), the fiscal impact of this bill is indeterminable because it is not known how many providers will register with CHS as charitable health care providers.  Under the bill, the Cabinet's duties include:  Registration of providers or sponsors and collection of registration fees; provision of available information requests regarding medically underserved areas, health crises, underserved population and lack of health care access; receive and maintain periodic services reports; revocation of registration for non-compliance with provisions in the bill; provide a listing of registered charitable health care providers to the General Assembly by October 1 of each year; and credit registration fees receipts for payment of medical professional liability insurance.

According to the Department for Public Health (DPH), there are only four Primary Care/Preventive Service Clinics in Kentucky which would fall into the definition for a "Charitable Health Care Provider".  These clinics are located in Bowling Green, Owensboro, Paducah and Hopkinsville.  According to the Owensboro clinic during the 1996 General Assembly, malpractice insurance for physicians practicing in these clinics costs approximately $22 per physician annually ($2,600 per year for 122 physicians), and coverage is limited to $1 million per patient.

According to the Department of Insurance, medical malpractice premiums paid with state General Fund in FY 1996-97 for these four entities totaled approximately $15,000 in FY 1996-97.
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