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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Lyman T. Johnson and the living God who created him.

The most prominent glory of a country is in its God and those who champion His righteousness and justice. A nation's spirit and success depends on its willingness to obey God's law, repent of injustice and unrighteousness, and learn enough from the sins of the past not to repeat them in the future. In life we find many leaders that are great, and some that will even sacrifice their personal comforts for principle, but very few men of the caliber of Lyman T. Johnson that are both great and willing to endure hardship and ridicule for a just cause.

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson was born in Columbia, Tennessee, on June 12, 1906, the eighth of nine children bestowed upon Robert Graves and Mary Dew Johnson, and the grandson of four slaves; and 

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson was the devoted husband of Juanita Morrell, who preceded him in death after forty-one years of marriage, and the proud father of a daughter, Yvonne, and a son, Lyman Morrell; and

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson received his high school diploma in 1926 from the preparatory division of Knoxville College; he earned his bachelor's degree in Greek from Virginia Union University in 1930; he received his master's degree in history from the University of Michigan in 1931; and he served his country with distinction in the United States Navy during World War II; and

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson spent thirty-three years teaching history, economics, and mathematics at Louisville's Central High School, and his accomplishments as an educator exemplified his professionalism in the classroom, and his love for his students was apparent by his daily preaching of racial justice and personal confidence and success born of hard work, determination, and self-reliance; and

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson served as assistant principal at Parkland Junior High School, Manley Junior High School, and Flaget High School; he served on the Jefferson County School Board; and he served as president of the Louisville Association of Teachers in Colored Schools, and during such term, he tirelessly fought for and won parity in pay for African-American teachers in the local school system; and 

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson will best be remembered as the lion of the local civil rights movement for breaking the color barrier at universities throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky; he served as plaintiff in a lawsuit that ultimately required the University of Kentucky to admit African-American students, and was the first African-American to attend the University of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson had a deep-seeded dual commitment to both desegregation and integration, having been described as the greatest advocate for integration among the races in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; he believed that integration was the only path to true equality between the races, and he was instrumental in the long struggle to integrate public accommodations and housing in Jefferson County; and

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson, thirty years after being admitted to the University of Kentucky, was awarded an honorary degree of doctor of letters from the University of Kentucky, and a fellowship program was created for African-American and older, minority graduate students at the university; he was honored by having Parkland Junior High School renamed Lyman T. Johnson Middle School; and he received numerous other honors and awards for his outstanding service to the community and to the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Lyman T. Johnson, a lifelong resident of Louisville, Kentucky, departed these earthly bounds on October 3, 1997, and all who knew, knew of, and admired him will grieve over their loss as he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Lyman T. Johnson, and extends to his family its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Lyman T. Johnson brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Lyman T. Johnson and the living God who created him.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tom Riner for presentation to the family of Lyman T. Johnson.
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