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SUBJECT/TITLE
County Consolidation

SPONSOR
Senator Marshall Long

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Fiscal court, county clerk, 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 75 provides that residents of a territory adjoining another county may request to have the territory stricken from the county in which that particular territory is located and attached to the adjoining county by filing a petition with the county judge executive in the county in which the territory is located.  The petition must be signed by at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the registered voters in the territory to be stricken.  Upon receipt of the petition, the county judge executive shall present the petition to the fiscal court in which the territory is located at the court's next regular meeting.  The county clerk shall determine the sufficiency of the petition and certify the sufficiency of the petition to the county judge executive within thirty (30) days of the receipt of the petition.  If the petition is certified, the county judge executive shall send, by certified mail, a copy of the petition and the certification to the county judge executive of the county to which the territory is proposed to be attached, within five (5) days of the certification by the clerk.  

Within one hundred eighty (180) days of the receipt and certification of the petition, the fiscal courts of the county in which the territory is located and the county to which the territory is proposed to be attached shall negotiate an agreement concerning the transfer of the territory, including terms of the monetary remuneration, if any, to be exchanged between counties.  Each fiscal court shall adopt an ordinance setting forth the legal description of the territory and the terms of the agreement between the two (2) counties.  If the two fiscal courts are unable to agree to the terms of transfer within one hundred eighty days, the petition shall be void.

If the fiscal courts agree and adopt ordinances approving the transfer of the territory, the clerk of the county in which the territory is located shall include the question on the ballot of each precinct in whole or in part within the territory during the next regular election that is not a regular election of county officers occurring not less than ninety-one (91) days after the date of the last ordinance approving the transfer.  The county clerk shall advertise the election and its object in accordance with KRS Chapter 424 and by printed handbill posted at the courthouse door and not less than four (4) conspicuous places in each precinct in whole or in part within the territory.

If more than fifty percent (50%) of the residents of the territory voting on the question vote in favor of the transfer, the territory shall be stricken from the original county and added to the adjoining county.  The property valuation administrator of the original county shall transfer the property tax rolls to property valuation administrator of the new county.  The county receiving the property shall inform the Secretary of State and the Department for Local Government of the transfer and the exact boundaries of the territory transferred with thirty (30) days of the effective date of the transfer.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 75 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  County clerks may experience some cost growth from the bill because they would be called upon to certify any petitions generated under the bill.  These petitions are likely to be limited in scope, however, since the provisions of the bill generally apply to smaller areas within counties.  It is not anticipated that certifying the petition will involve a great deal of administrative burden, but some cost will be involved.  

The county judge/executive of the county containing the territory must notify by certified mail the county judge executive of the county the territory has proposed joining.  Then the two fiscal courts must negotiate an agreement concerning the transfer of the territory.  While the cost of the certified mailing are minimal, the costs of the negotiation process are impossible to measure.  The costs depend upon the length and difficulty of the  negotiation process.  If agreement is reached, each county would be required to adopt ordinances describing the territory and the agreement.  Typical costs associated with adopting ordinances, such as the staff costs associated with drafting the ordinance, advertising the ordinance in the local press, and publication costs could be anticipated.

It is anticipated that there will be some cost to include the measure on the ballot, but it will not be significant since the bill stipulates that the measure should be added to the existing ballot at the next regular election, and then only in the affected precincts.  The county clerk may also expect some cost increases due to the requirement to advertise the election and print handbills.  Since the office of property valuation administrator is funded by the Revenue Cabinet, any cost increases to that office would not be borne by local government and are not included as a factor in this analysis.
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