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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of John Harper.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to our friend and colleague, John Harper, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, John Harper was born on May 3, 1930, a native of Park Ridge, Illinois, and longtime resident of Shepherdsville, Bullitt County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on June 15, 2001; and his funeral Mass was held on June 18, 2001, at St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church, with burial in Resthaven Memorial Park; and

WHEREAS, John Harper was the loving son of the late David and Frances Freeland Harper, and was also preceded in death by a son, I. W. Harper; he was the devoted husband of Mary Catherine Wigginton Harper; he was the adored father of two sons, Alex and David Harper, and the proud grandfather of two grandsons; and he was the loving brother of two sisters, Joanne Olen and Carol Nenoff; and

WHEREAS, John Harper was a public servant who served his constituents from the Forty-ninth Representative District with pride during five legislative terms, where because of his ability to lure voters across party lines in a heavily Democratic area of conservative Bullitt County, he was the first Republican ever elected to that House seat; and

WHEREAS, during John Harper's tenure as a member of the House of Representatives, ethics and integrity played a large part in his achievement as an outstanding legislator whose expertise, knowledge, and experience gained him recognition and respect from his peers while he tirelessly served as a member of the Committee on Cities; the Committee on Counties and Special Districts; the Committee on Economic Development and Tourism; the Task Force on Elections and Constitutional Amendments; the Committee on Health and Welfare; the Committee on Education; and the Committee on Transportation; and he also ably served as Bullitt County Judge/Executive, and was the Republican gubernatorial nominee during the 1987 campaign; and

WHEREAS, John Harper's genius was evidenced throughout his life, whether it was in the laboratory searching for practical solutions to everyday problems, or at the podium expressing his opinions and ideas for the betterment of society; he was self-taught, and considered by many as a true "Renaissance Man," with his expertise covering many areas; by profession, he was an engineer and inventor who successfully received twenty-five patents, and sold one of his creations, for transferring liquid fuel, to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration; and

WHEREAS, John Harper served his country with distinction in the United States Air Force during the Korean War; he was former president of the Sons of the American Revolution, Thruston Chapter; and he was a member of Bullitt Masonic Lodge 155, Louisville Scottish Rite, Zoneton Lions Club, Filson Club Historical Society, and Male High School Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, when this honorable body reflects upon the memory of John Harper, it is with fond recollection that we remember him not only for his many legislative accomplishments and for the friendships he made and sustained through the years, but also his understanding of and compassion for the common man, which he demonstrated daily; and

WHEREAS, the passing of John Harper has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of John Harper, our friend and colleague, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness John Harper brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of John Harper.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Mary Catherine Wigginton Harper, Route 2, Box 336, Preston Highway, Shepherdsville, Kentucky 40165.
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