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A RESOLUTION declaring the month of March to be Women's History Month, and adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the women who have served and continue to serve the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, National Women's History Month grew out of an effort to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of women in American history; and

WHEREAS, in 1978, the Education Task Force of the Sonoma County Commission on the Status of Women in California initiated a "Women's History Week." Later in 1987, at the requests of museums, libraries, and educators across the country, the National Women's History Project petitioned Congress to expand the celebration to the entire month of March. A National Women's History Month Resolution was quickly passed with strong bipartisan support in both the House and the Senate; and 

WHEREAS, the theme of this year's Women's History Month is "Women Sustaining the American Spirit" in order to showcase the diverse and interlocking stories of women who have created and affirmed the American spirit; and 

WHEREAS, one such spirit can be seen through Sojourner Truth who was born a slave in 1797 in New York. After slavery was abolished in New York, she sought refuge with a Quaker family and took their name. Caught up in the religious fervor at the time, she did missionary work among the poor in New York City. In 1843, she set out on her own as a traveling preacher. Tall, gaunt, and commanding, Sojourner lent her powerful talents as a speaker to the antislavery movement. When she happened upon a women's rights convention, she made that her cause as well. At the Civil War's end, she worked as a counselor to the newly freed slaves in Washington. Hoping to aid their transition to freedom she petitioned to set aside public land in the West for a "Negro State." She continued to speak, proclaiming God's love and the rights of the disadvantaged; and

WHEREAS, another extraordinary woman Elizabeth Cady Stanton was born in 1815. Ms. Stanton drafted the Seneca Falls Convention's Declaration of Sentiments and argued forcefully for the ballot, a radical demand at the time. Ms. Stanton was the founding genius of the women's rights movement, and focused her vision widely on equality for women. When her seven children were no longer small, she toured the country calling for voting rights, coeducation, dress reform, and other advances. She never slackened or grew cautious with age. Ms. Stanton truly was an eloquent, insightful, and brilliant woman; and

WHEREAS, Ida B. Wells-Barnett was born a slave in Mississippi in 1862 to Lizzie Wells and James Wells. When she was fourteen years of age, both of her parents died and she was the sole support of her five brothers and sisters. Ms. Wells-Barnett lied about her age and went to work as a teacher in Memphis, Tennessee for twenty-five dollars a week. While teaching, she began an anti-lynching campaign and became a writer for the Free Speech Newspaper, and, in her time, was perhaps the most famous female black journalist in the country. In 1887, Ms. Wells-Barnett refused to accept a seat on a Jim Crow streetcar, and carried an unsuccessful suit to the Tennessee Supreme Court. Ms. Wells-Barnett fought to stop the lynching of Black Americans, carrying her fight to the White House. She was one of the founders of the NAACP and was active in the Negro Women's Club movement. Ms. Wells-Barnett was fearless and respected, an uncompromising fighter for the rights of all human beings; and 

WHEREAS, Mary Elliott Flanery was the first woman to be elected to the Kentucky legislature in 1921. She was also the first woman to be elected to a state legislature south of the Mason-Dixon Line. Ms. Flanery managed to oust an incumbent because she appealed to the things "the good people back home needed: hard road and plenty of them, good schools and more of them, and a real Eastern Normal School." Ms. Flanery was a suffragist working with other Kentucky Equal Rights Association members. She was revered as a pioneer in public service, and after her death a permanent bronze marker was placed at her number forty seat in the house chambers to memorialize her service and distinction to the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, Rabbi Gaylia Rooks is a phenomenal woman helping to shape the religious community. When she graduated from Hebrew Union in Los Angeles, she was the only woman. Like other trailblazers she welcomes challenges. Her path was not easy and her sense of connection to Jewish roots prompted her to lead trips to Israel. At the Temple Adath Israel B'Rith Shalom in Louisville, she and her husband are both rabbis and they provide opportunities for the members to renew and deepen their faith; and

WHEREAS, Women's History Month was established to honor the service and accomplishments of these women and others who have made our country a better place;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives declares the month of March to be Women's History Month.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of all women who have influenced our history.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to every member of the General Assembly.
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