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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating the Task Force on Native American Indian Tribes in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures, eleven states have officially recognized forty American Indian tribes; and

WHEREAS, each of these states has its own procedure for recognizing Indian tribes; and

WHEREAS, the 2000 United States Census reports that there are 8,616 American Indians and Alaskan Natives living in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, in the 1992 General Assembly there were two bills introduced, one seeking state recognition of a Western Kentucky group as the official Native American Cherokee Indian tribe of Kentucky and the other giving that group the power to establish an Indian Housing Authority on property it owned; and

WHEREAS, members of the American Indian Movement and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians opposed the action and presented oral and written testimony to a legislative committee; and

WHEREAS, at that time, contacts in the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the U. S. Department of the Interior, the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs, HUD's Indian Program Division in Chicago, and others advised the General Assembly that the issue of state recognition of tribes is a complicated one, that extensive study of the issues involved should be conducted before any decisions were made, and that caution should be taken; and

WHEREAS, in the last decade several governors of Kentucky also have received requests to designate certain groups as official state Native American Indian tribes; and

WHEREAS, legislation was introduced in the 2001 Regular Session relating to recognition of a particular tribe and the establishment of criteria for recognition of Native American tribes in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, if the Commonwealth is to proceed prudently toward decisions relating to state recognition of Native American Indian tribes, it should study extensively the various issues involved, including such issues as the criteria and procedures used by the federal government to recognize tribes, the relationship of a state-recognized tribe to the government of Kentucky, other states' legislation and experiences with state-recognized tribes, the needs of Native American Indians residing in the Commonwealth, and the benefits, disadvantages, and responsibilities for both the Commonwealth and any Native American Indian tribe in the state that might be granted state recognition;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Task Force on Native American Indian Tribes in the Commonwealth is created to study the implications of and the issues involved in state recognition of Native American Indian tribes in Kentucky. The Task Force shall consist of the following eight (8) members:

(1)
Two (2) Senators, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2)
Two (2) Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(3)
The following members appointed by the Legislative Research Commission:

(a)
One (1) representative of the American Indian Movement in Kentucky;

(b)
Two (2) representatives of the Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission; and

(c)
One (1) representative of the Unity Conference.

Section 2.   One of the Senate members shall be appointed co-chair by the President of the Senate, and one of the House of Representative members shall be appointed co-chair by the Speaker of the House.

Section 3.   The Task Force shall have, but not be limited to, the following duties and responsibilities:

(1)
Conduct a thorough study of federal recognition criteria and procedures;

(2)
Review the benefits, disadvantages, and responsibilities of state recognition of a tribe as they apply both to the Commonwealth and to any tribe so recognized;

(3)
Study the relationship of a state-recognized tribe to the government of the Commonwealth;

(4)
Examine the needs of Native American Indians residing in the Commonwealth as they relate to state recognition of tribes;

(5)
Survey, at its discretion, the experiences, procedures, guidelines, and legislation of other states, including those states that have federal recognition only, state recognition only, state and federal recognition, and those states that have neither recognition.

(6)
Address, in its final report, whether or not it is in the best interests of the Commonwealth and the Native American Indians residing therein to officially recognize Native American Indian tribes as separate and distinct governments within Kentucky's borders, and, if the recommendation is that the state should grant that recognition, address the criteria for choosing which groups to recognize and the procedures to be followed. The Task Force shall also include any recommendations for legislation that it deems appropriate and necessary to implement its final recommendations.

Section 4.   The Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission by November 15, 2002.

Section 5.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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