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AN ACT proposing to amend Sections 30, 31, and 160 of the Constitution of Kentucky relating to terms of office.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   It is proposed that Section 30 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Members of the House of Representatives and Senators shall be elected at the general election in even-numbered years for terms of four years for Senators and four[two] years for members of the House of Representatives.  The term of office of Representatives and Senators shall begin upon the first day of January of the year succeeding their election.

Section 2.   It is proposed that Section 31 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


At the general election to be held in November, 1984, and every two years thereafter, there shall be elected for four years one Senator in each Senatorial District in which the term of his predecessor in office will then expire. At the general election to be held in November, 2004, and every two years thereafter, there shall be elected for four years one Representative in each Representative District in which the term of his predecessor in office will then expire[and in every Representative District one Representative for two years].

Section 3.   It is proposed that Section 160 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


The Mayor or Chief Executive, Police Judges, members of legislative boards or councils of towns and cities shall be elected by the qualified voters thereof: Provided, The Mayor or Chief Executive and Police Judges of the towns of the fourth, fifth and sixth classes may be appointed or elected as provided by law. The terms of office of Mayors or Chief Executives and Police Judges shall be four years, and until their successors shall be qualified, and of members of legislative boards, four[two] years. When any city of the first or second class is divided into wards or districts, members of legislative boards shall be elected at large by the qualified voters of said city, but so selected that an equal proportion thereof shall reside in each of the said wards or districts; but when in any city of the first, second or third class, there are two legislative boards, the less numerous shall be selected from and elected by the voters at large of said city; but other officers of towns or cities shall be elected by the qualified voters therein, or appointed by the local authorities thereof, as the General Assembly may, by a general law, provide; but when elected by the voters of a town or city, their terms of office shall be four years, and until their successors shall be qualified. No Mayor or Chief Executive of any city of the first or second class, after the expiration of three successive terms of office to which he has been elected under this Constitution shall be eligible for the succeeding term. No fiscal officer of any city of the first or second class, after the expiration of the term of office to which he has been elected under this Constitution, shall be eligible for the succeeding term. "Fiscal officer" shall not include an Auditor or Assessor, or any other officer whose chief duty is not the collection or holding of public moneys. The General Assembly shall prescribe the qualifications of all officers of towns and cities, the manner in and causes for which they may be removed from office, and how vacancies in such offices may be filled.

Section 4.   It is further proposed as a part of this amendment, and as a schedule of transitional provisions, for the purposes of this amendment, and any other provision of the Constitution of Kentucky notwithstanding:

(1)
The term of office of members of city legislative bodies who are elected in 2002 shall be two years;

(2)
The term of office of members of city legislative bodies who are elected in 2004 shall be four years; 

(3)
The term of office of Representatives elected in 2002 shall be two years;

(4)
The term of office of Representatives elected in 2004 from even-numbered districts shall be two years; and

(5)
The term of office of Representatives elected in 2004 from odd-numbered districts shall be four years.

Section 5.   This amendment shall be submitted to the voters of the Commonwealth for their ratification or rejection at the time and in the manner provided for under Sections 256 and 257 of the Constitution and under KRS 118.415. The question submitted to the voters shall read as follows: "Are you in favor of extending the terms of State Representatives and members of city legislative bodies to four years, and staggering the terms of State Representatives?".
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