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AN ACT relating to death benefits for police and firefighters in cities of the second and third class.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 95.570 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
When an active or retired member of the police or fire department, in cities of the third class, dies under the conditions set out in paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of KRS 95.550, the board of trustees of the pension fund may pay from the fund to the widow, widower or family a sum of not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000)[two hundred dollars ($200)], for a death benefit[funeral expenses].

(2)
The board of trustees of a pension fund may purchase group life insurance to assist in the provision of funds for the funding of this death benefit.

Section 2.   KRS 95.865 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon death of a member, occurring while in active service, if no widow's annuity or children's annuities are payable, the designated beneficiary of the member or his estate shall be entitled to a death benefit equal to the total contributions made by the member, including those employee contributions picked up by the employer pursuant to KRS 65.155, without interest, or three hundred dollars ($300), whichever is greater.

(2)
Upon death of a retired member, if no widow's annuity or children's annuities shall be due or payable, a death benefit shall be paid to the designated beneficiary or estate of the member, equal to the excess, if any, of the total contributions made by the member to this fund to the date of retirement, including those employee contributions picked up by the employer pursuant to KRS 65.155, without interest, over the total annuity payments received by the member. The minimum payment in such case shall be three hundred dollars ($300). If a widow's annuity or children's annuities are payable after the death of the retired member, the amount of such death benefit, if any, shall be determined upon termination of annuity payments to all survivors of the member, whether such termination occurs by death, remarriage or other cause.

(3)
When an active or retired member of the police or fire department, in cities of the second class, is killed or dies as the result of an injury received in the performance of duty, or dies of any disease contracted by reason of his occupation, or dies while in the service from any cause as a result of his service in the department, or dies in the service or while on the retired list from any cause after fifteen (15) consecutive years of service in the department, and leaves a widow, widower, or a child under eighteen (18) years of age, the board of trustees of the pension fund may pay from the fund to the widow, widower, or family a sum of not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for a death benefit. The board of trustees of a pension fund may purchase group life insurance to assist in the provision of funds for the funding of this death benefit.

Page 1 of 2
HB068010.100-2254

GA

