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AN ACT relating to economic development.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 154.22-040 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each year the authority shall under its Rural Economic Development Assistance Program, on the basis of the final unemployment figures calculated by the Department for Employment Services within the Cabinet for Workforce Development, determine which counties have had a countywide rate of unemployment exceeding the statewide unemployment rate of the Commonwealth in the most recent five (5) consecutive calendar years, or which have had an average countywide rate of unemployment exceeding the statewide unemployment rate of the Commonwealth by two hundred percent (200%) in the most recent twelve (12) consecutive months for which unemployment figures are available, and shall certify those counties as qualified counties. If the authority determines that a county which has previously been certified as a qualified county no longer has an unemployment rate that meets the criteria of this subsection, the authority shall decertify that county. The authority shall not finance any facilities in that county and an approved company shall not be eligible for the incentives offered by KRS 154.22-010 to 154.22-070 unless the financing agreements required in KRS 154.22-010 to 154.22-070[herein] are entered into by all parties prior to July 1 of the second year following the calendar year in which the authority decertified that county. For economic development projects involving the new construction of electric generation facilities, the authority shall certify every coal producing county as a qualified county. A coal producing county shall mean a county in the Commonwealth of Kentucky that has produced coal upon which the tax imposed under KRS 143.020 was paid at any time.

(2)
The authority shall establish the procedures and standards for the determination and approval of eligible companies and their economic development projects by the promulgation of administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A. The criteria for approval of eligible companies and economic development projects shall include but not be limited to the creditworthiness of eligible companies; the number of new jobs to be provided by an economic development project to residents of the Commonwealth; and the likelihood of the economic success of the economic development project.

(3)
The economic development project shall involve a minimum investment of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) by the eligible company and shall result in the creation by the eligible company, within two (2) years from the date of the final approval authorizing the economic development project, of a minimum of fifteen (15) new full-time jobs at the site of the economic development project for Kentucky residents to be employed by the eligible company and to be held by persons subject to the personal income tax of the Commonwealth. The authority may extend this two (2) year period upon the written application of an eligible company requesting an extension. No economic development project which will result in the replacement of manufacturing or electric generation facilities existing in the state shall be approved by the authority; however, the authority may approve an economic development project that:

(a)
Rehabilitates a manufacturing or electric generation facility:

1.
Which has not been in operation for a period of ninety (90) or more consecutive days; or

2.
The title to which is vested in other than the eligible company or an affiliate of the eligible company and that is sold or transferred pursuant to a foreclosure ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction or an order of a bankruptcy court of competent jurisdiction;

(b)
Replaces a manufacturing or electric generation facility existing in the Commonwealth:

1.
The title to which shall have been taken under the exercise of the power of eminent domain, or the title to which shall be the subject of a nonappealable judgment granting the authority to exercise the power of eminent domain, in either event to the extent that normal operations cannot be resumed at the facility within twelve (12) months; or

2.
Which has been damaged or destroyed by fire or other casualty to the extent that normal operations cannot be resumed at the facility within twelve (12) months; or

(c)
Replaces an existing manufacturing or electric generation facility located in the same qualified county, and the existing manufacturing or electric generation facility to be replaced cannot be expanded due to the unavailability of real estate at or adjacent to the manufacturing facility to be replaced. Any economic development project satisfying the requirements of this subsection shall only be eligible for inducements to the extent of the expansion, and no inducements shall be available for the equivalent of the manufacturing or electric generation facility to be replaced. No economic development project otherwise satisfying the requirements of this subsection shall be approved by the authority which results in a lease abandonment or lease termination by the approved company without the consent of the lessor.

(4)
With respect to each eligible company making an application to the authority for inducements, and with respect to the economic development project described in the application, the authority shall request materials and make inquiries of the applicant as necessary or appropriate. Upon review of the application and completion of initial inquiries, the authority may, by resolution, give its preliminary approval by designating an eligible company as a preliminarily approved company and authorizing the undertaking of the economic development project. After preliminary approval and completion by the eligible company of its bond, loan, or other financing and review thereof by the authority, the authority may by final approval designate an eligible company to be an approved company.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 353 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The department shall not approve the application for a permit where the drilling operation will occur within a state or interstate park unless all state and federal laws have been complied with and approval has first been given by the agency with jurisdiction over the park that the reclamation plan required to be submitted under KRS 353.5901 will minimize damage to the park.

Section 3.   Notwithstanding KRS 42.4588(2) and (4), seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($750,000) in fiscal year 2001-2002 for the revitalization of the Knott County jail is authorized and appropriated from the Local Government Economic Development Fund moneys from the respective single county account fund pursuant to KRS 42.4592.

Section 4.   Whereas, Kentucky state parks and interstate parks are faced with immediate threats from drilling operations without adequate consideration given to reclamation plans, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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