COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2001 REGULAR SESSION
2000-01 INTERIM

MEASURE

2000 RS BR 
 1418


Amendment:

Committee

Floor

Bill #:
 SB 155/GA

Amendment #


SUBJECT/TITLE
An act relating to motor carrier safety.

SPONSOR
Senator Ray Jones II

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure will create a new section of KRS 281, regarding motor carrier safety, to define the terms "lights" and "reflectors"; and require operators of commercial vehicles to have all lights and reflectors required by federal regulation to be present, operable, and unobstructable by dirt or debris.  The issuance of a citation is subject to atmospheric conditions all motorists are experiencing at the time the person is stopped, that would reasonably limit the ability of a person to keep the lights or reflectors from being obscured by dirt, mud or debris.  The measure directs local law enforcement agencies and the Transportation Cabinet to enforce violations of this section; amends KRS 281.990 to set penalties for violation at $250 for each offense; allows dismissal of a citation for inoperable lights or missing reflectors if the offender presents proof to the county attorney, within thirty days of the citation, that the defect has been corrected; prohibits dismissal of a citation or reduction of a fine if the citation was for obstructed lights or reflectors.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 155/GA is indeterminable, but would likely be minimal.  The measure defines the terms "lights" and "reflectors".  The measure requires operators of commercial vehicles to have all lights and reflectors required by federal law.  Additionally, the measure requires local law enforcement agencies and the Transportation Cabinet to enforce violations.

Interviewees from law enforcement organizations indicated the provisions of this measure would primarily involve routine traffic enforcement activities.  Vehicles operating in an unsafe manner would normally be addressed by law enforcement agencies.  Vehicles operating with damaged or missing safety equipment could cause accidents that would require additional efforts by law enforcement agencies, so additional efforts to eliminate such circumstances could result in an overall reduction of costs.  Additionally, interviewees indicated that the Department of Motor Vehicle Enforcement would be enforcing the provisions not only through routine traffic stops, but also through routine inspections involving weight limits and safety requirements.
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