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Bill Number:
HB 39/GA
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishment
Sponsor(s):
Rep RIchards
Introduction Date:
Assignment Date:
Due Date:
Text of Legislation:
Amend KRS 527.030, relating to defacing a firearm, to increase the penalty from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony; amend KRS 527.050 relating to possession of a defaced firearm to increase the penalty from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony.  Provide that the fact that a laboratory can restore a number does not negate an intent to permanently deface the firearm.


Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

According to information provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), there are approximately 6 misdemeanor convictions per year for defacing or possesson of a defaced firearm.  Increasing the penalty from a misdemeanor to a felony would therefore likely result in approximately 6 additional felony commitments to the Department of Corrections per year with an average 5-year sentence.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Based upon estimates cited above, the Department of Corrections estimates that passage of this bill would likely result in approximately 6 additional inmates in FY02 at a cost of $145,500 and 12 additional inmates in FY03 at a cost of  $298,000.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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