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AN ACT relating to the jurisdiction of peace officers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 189 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
For the purposes of this section:

(a)
"Highway" means both interstate highways and limited access state parkways; and
(b)
Reference to the criminal law of the state includes local ordinances.
(2)
The Department of State Police and the Transportation Cabinet and their sworn peace officers shall have exclusive criminal jurisdiction over highways in the Commonwealth, including land adjoining the highway and included within that highway's right-of-way. No other peace officer may patrol the highways of this state for the purpose of either detecting criminal activity or enforcing the state's criminal law. The authority of the peace officers of the Transportation Cabinet shall be limited to the enforcement of offenses arising under KRS Chapter 281.

(3)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, the secretary of the Justice Cabinet may, by written order, grant a temporary waiver of the provisions of this section to the Transportation Cabinet or a local law enforcement agency as to limited sections of highways within that agency's jurisdictional confines.

(4)
A state police officer may request the assistance of any other peace officer in responding to a particular incident or situation on or adjacent to the highway. When so requested, responding peace officers may exercise their full authority as peace officers while responding to the request.

(5)
The provisions of this section, while preventing the patrolling of highways by a peace officer who is not a member of the state police or employed by the Transportation Cabinet, shall not prevent any peace officer from:

(a)
Entering a highway or its right-of-way and exercising the officer's full peace officer powers while in hot pursuit of a suspect or fugitive; or
(b)
Making an arrest or issuing a citation, as appropriate and authorized, for a violation of the criminal law observed by that peace officer while incidentally traveling upon the highway.
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