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SUBJECT/TITLE
Marijuana tax revenues

SPONSOR
Representative Robin Webb

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County attorney and commonwealth's attorneys offices, law enforcement offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill amends the statutes to provide that the tax on marijuana and controlled substances will not be assessed until the dealer's taxable status results from a criminal drug conviction or a guilty, nolo, or Alford plea.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 356/GA is indeterminable, but should be minimal.  In terms of local government, the bill affects county attorneys and local law enforcement.  Currently, law enforcement departments are obligated to alert the state Revenue Cabinet when they seize marijuana from a dealer.  Generally, state law requires a dealer to pay taxes on marijuana that he or she possesses in various ways.  Instead of requiring law enforcement authorities to notify the Revenue Cabinet of a seizure before trial, this bill requires the notification after a conviction or a plea.  The bill directs commonwealth's attorneys and county attorneys to undertake the notification.

Requirements in the bill should reduce the administrative workload of law enforcement, and increase the work load for commonwealth's attorneys and county attorneys.
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