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SUBJECT/TITLE
Abandoned infant safe haven

SPONSOR
Senator Tom Buford

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Police and fire departments, emergency medical services, hospitals

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 21/SCS allows a parent of a newborn child, or other person, to anonymously leave the infant with certain designated persons, as an alternative to abandonment, and not face civil or criminal liability.  The bill provides that these personnelSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"law enforcement agencies, fire departments, emergency medical services and hospitalsSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"provide immediate health and safety services and turn the infant over to the state Department for Community Based Services.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 21/SCS is indeterminable, although it should be minimal.  Infant abandonment is not a common occurrence in the state, with estimates during the 2000 session putting the figure at two-to-four per year.  Tragically, though, almost half of those abandoned in the state during an almost 15-year period, were discovered dead.  An officer in the Crimes Against Children Unit of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Police Department said that department has not had an abandonment case in the last five years. It is not known if the number of abandonment cases would increase, given safe haven avenues available under this bill.

Much of the administrative work required by SB 21/SCS will fall under the purview of the state Department for Community Based Services, although law enforcement officers may be asked to check national sources to assure an abandoned newborn is not a missing child.  This bill may require some familiarity with procedures for dealing with an abandoned infant and with the person giving up the child.  Perhaps there could be some training involved.  A parent giving up the newborn can remain anonymous and not provide information.  Law enforcement officers and emergency personnel cannot coerce its submission from them.  Finally, the number of instances of abandonment probably will remain small, and because such actions will not be criminal under this bill, the costs of investigation and prosecution will be avoided.
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