HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2001 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of SENATE BILL 169/GA

On page 1, at line 7, after the word "by", by inserting the words "and delivered by"; and

On page 1, at line 9, after the word "by", by inserting the words "and delivered by"; and

On page 4, at line 1, by deleting the words "who shall"; and

On page 4, at line 2, by deleting the words "be absent from the county on any election day"; and

On page 5, at line 6, by deleting the word "and"; and

On page 5, at line 6, after the word "elections", by inserting the words ",and any staff for the State Board of Elections"; and

On page 11, after line 16, by inserting the following new subsection:

"(8)
The county board of elections shall report to the State Board of Elections within ten (10) days of any election as to the number of rejected absentee ballots and the reasons for rejected absentee ballots on a form prescribed by the State Board of Elections in administrative regulations promulgated under KRS Chapter 13A."; and

On page 13, at line 14, after the word "elections", by inserting the words "and the county clerk"; and

On page 13, at line 14, after the word "shall", by inserting the word "not"; and

On page 13, at line 14, before the word "ballot", by inserting the word "absentee"; and

On page 13, at line 15, after the word "section", by inserting the word "until"; and

On page 13, at line 15, after the word "p.m.", by inserting the words "prevailing time."; and

On page 13, after line 15, by adding the following new sections:

"Section 5.   KRS 116.045 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person may register as a voter during the period registration is open if he possesses, or will possess on the day of the next regular election, the qualifications set forth in KRS 116.025.

(2)
The county clerk shall cause all registration to be closed the fourth Tuesday preceding through the first Monday following, any primary or general election, and the twenty-eight (28) days prior to and seven (7) days following any special election. During the period that registration is closed, the county clerk may accept and process registrations. Any voter who registers during the period that registration is closed, except for any registered voter who transfers his registration pursuant to KRS 116.085(2) or (3), shall not be permitted to vote in the upcoming election.

(3)
In all counties, the county clerk shall receive registrations, transfers, or changes of party affiliation at branch offices at any place in the county during those periods that the registration books are open except for those transfers pursuant to KRS 116.085(2) or 116.085(3). However, notice in the manner provided by KRS Chapter 424 shall be given at least three (3), but not more than fourteen (14), days in advance of the time and place of any branch registration, and ten (10) days' written notice shall be given to the county executive committee of each major political party in the county in which the branch registration is to be held.

(4)
Any person may register to vote or may change his party affiliation in any of the following ways:

(a)
In person;

(b)
By mail;

(c)
By means of the federal post card application, if the person is a resident of Kentucky and a member of the Armed Forces, or a dependent of members of the Armed Forces, or overseas citizen;

(d)
By mail-in application form prescribed by the Federal Election Commission pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993; or

(e)
By other methods of registration, or reregistration, approved by the State Board of Elections, including the use of voluntary interested groups and political parties, under the proper supervision and directions of the county clerk, which may include door to door canvassing.

(5)
Upon receipt of the form prescribed by the State Board of Elections or the Federal Election Commission pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, properly filled out and signed by the applicant, the county clerk shall register the applicant.

(6)
Any individual or group shall have access to a reasonable number of voter registration forms including the mail-in application form prescribed by the Federal Election Commission pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 in the county clerk's office. The individual or group shall act under the proper supervision and directions of the county clerk and shall return these completed forms to the county clerk for official registration by the county clerk.

(7)
No later than December 31, 1994, the Transportation Cabinet shall equip all driver's license agencies to comply with the provisions of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993. The Secretary of State shall provide assistance and interpretation to the Transportation Cabinet in determining the requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.

(8)
The county clerk shall enter the specific party identification of the voter with a political party, political organization, or political group as defined in Section 17 of this Act, or independent status, as indicated by the voter on the voter registration form, into the statewide voter registration system. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate regulations under KRS Chapter 13A to provide for tracking of the registration of voters identifying with political organizations and political groups as defined in Section 17 of this Act, and voters of independent status.

Section 6.   KRS 116.0452 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
For the purpose of determining whether a voter registration application is received during the period in which registration books are open under KRS 116.045(2), an application shall be deemed timely received:

(a)
In the case of registration with a motor vehicle driver's license application, if the valid voter registration form of the applicant is accepted by the circuit clerk before the registration books are closed;

(b)
In the case of registration by mail, if the valid voter registration form of the applicant is legibly postmarked before the registration books are closed, or, if the postmark is illegible or missing, the application is received within five (5) working days after the registration books are closed;

(c)
In the case of registration with a voter registration agency, if the valid voter registration form of the applicant is accepted at the voter registration agency before the registration books are closed; and

(d)
In any other case, if the valid voter registration form of the applicant is received by the appropriate county clerk before the registration books are closed.

(2)
The county clerk shall send notice to each applicant of the disposition of the application.

(3)
The name of a registered voter shall not be removed from the registration books except:

(a)
Upon request of the voter;

(b)
As provided by KRS 116.113, upon notice of death, declaration of incompetency, or conviction of a felony; or

(c)
Upon failure to respond to a confirmation mailing sent pursuant to KRS 116.112(3) and failure to vote or appear to vote and, if necessary, correct the registration record of the voter's address in an election during the period beginning on the date of the notice and ending on the day after the date of the second general election for Federal office that occurs after the date of the notice.

(4)
The identity of the voter registration agency or circuit clerk's office through which any particular voter is registered shall not be disclosed to the public.

Section 7.   KRS 116.112 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The State Board of Elections shall establish a voter registration purge program using the change-of-address information supplied by the United States Postal Service through its licensees or other sources to identify voters whose addresses may have changed.

(2)
If it appears from information provided by the postal service or other sources that a voter has moved to a different address in the same county in which the voter is currently registered, the State Board of Elections shall provide to the county board of elections the information necessary to change the registration records to show the new address and the State[county] Board of Elections shall send to the new address [voter] a notice of the change by forwardable mail on a form prescribed by the State Board of Elections and a postage prepaid, pre-addressed return form by which the voter may verify or correct the address information. If the county board of elections requests authorization from the State Board of Elections to send address confirmation notices as provided in this subsection, the State Board of Elections shall grant the request.
(3)
If it appears from information provided by the postal service or other sources that a voter has moved to a different address not in the same county, the State Board of Elections shall send to the address from which the voter was last registered, by forwardable mail, a notice on a form prescribed by the State Board of Elections, with a postage prepaid and pre-addressed return card on which the voter may state his current address. If a county board of elections requests authorization from the state board to send address confirmation notices as provided in this subsection, the state board shall grant the request.

(4)
The state or county boards of elections shall not remove the name of a voter from the registration records on the ground that the voter has changed his residence unless the voter:

(a)
Confirms in writing that the voter has changed residence to a place outside the county; or

(b)
1.
Has failed to respond to the notice described in subsection (3) of this section; and

2.
Has not voted or appeared to vote and, if necessary, correct the registration records of the voter's address in an election during the period beginning on the date of the notice and ending on the day after the date of the second general election for Federal office that occurs after the date of the notice.

[(c)]
If a county board of elections requests authorization from the state board to conduct purges of voters in its county in accordance with the provisions of this subsection, the state board shall grant the request.

(5)
The State Board of Elections shall establish an inactive list of all voters who fail to respond to the notice described in subsection (3) of this section and do not vote or appear to vote in an election during the period beginning on the date of the notice and ending on the day after the date of the second general election for Federal office that occurs after the date of the notice. If a county board of elections requests authorization from the state board to establish an inactive list of voters for its county, the state board shall grant the request.

(6)
The State Board of Elections shall complete, not later than ninety (90) days prior to the date of a primary or general election, any program the purpose of which is to systematically remove the names of ineligible voters from the registration records.

(7)
Voters placed on an inactive list are to be counted only for purposes of voting and not for purposes of establishing or modifying precincts, calculating the amount of reimbursement of county clerks by the State Board of Elections for certain election-related expenses, or reporting official statistics, except as provided by the Federal Election Commission's regulations promulgated pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.

(8)
(a)
The State Board of Elections and county boards of elections shall maintain for at least two (2) years and shall make available for public inspection and, where available, photocopying at a reasonable cost, all records concerning the implementation of programs and activities conducted for the purpose of ensuring the accuracy and currency of the registration records, except to the extent that the records relate to the declination to register to vote or the identity of a voter registration agency through which any particular voter is registered.

(b)
The records maintained pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection shall include lists of the names and addresses of all persons to whom notices described in subsection (3) are sent, and information concerning whether each person has responded to the notice as of the date that inspection of the records is made.

Section 8.   KRS 116.113 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon receipt of notification from the Cabinet for Health Services or other reliable sources of the death of a person, the State Board of Elections shall within five (5) days cause the removal of the name of that person from the voter registration records it maintains, except that no voter's name may be removed during the period of time the registration books are closed for any primary, general, or special election.

(2)
Upon receipt of notification from the circuit clerk that a person has been declared incompetent, the State Board of Elections shall within five (5) days cause the removal of the name of that person from the voter registration records it maintains, except that no voter's name may be removed during the period of time the registration books are closed for any primary, general, or special election.

(3)
Upon receipt of notification from the Administrative Office of the Courts that a person has been convicted of a felony offense, the State Board of Elections shall within five (5) days cause the removal of the name of that person from the voter registration records it maintains, except that no voter's name may be removed during the period of time the registration books are closed for any primary, general, or special election.

(4)
Following the purge of a name from the records of the State Board of Elections, the state board shall notify the clerk of the county in which the voter lived of the action; and the county clerk shall within ten (10) days update the county voter registration files to reflect the necessary change. If a protest is filed by the voter, the county board shall hear it at its next regular monthly meeting. If the county board decides in favor of the protesting voter, the voter's registration record shall be restored, including his voting record. If the protest is filed while the registration books are closed and the county board decides in favor of the protesting voter, the county board shall issue the voter an "Authorization to Vote" for the upcoming election and the voter's record shall be restored when the registration books open following the election.

Section 9.   KRS 116.155 is amended to read as follows:

All forms pertaining to registration shall be prescribed and furnished by the State Board of Elections. The registration form shall include the voter's name; date of birth; membership in a political party, political organization, or political group as defined in Section 17 of this Act, or independent status; Social Security number, if any; mailing and residence addresses, if different; and such other information as the State Board of Elections may deem necessary. No person shall be denied the right to register because of the failure to include his Social Security number. All forms which require a voter's signature shall provide for verification by the signer thereof.

SECTION 10.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 117 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
For purposes of this chapter, the "Kentucky statewide election night tally system" means the electronic mechanism by which the county boards of elections transmit unofficial election totals to the State Board of Elections.
(2)
Upon completion of the tally under KRS 117.275 of votes from the voting machines in each precinct, the absentee votes, and any supplemental paper ballots, the county board of elections shall electronically transmit without delay these unofficial totals to the Kentucky statewide election night tally system maintained by the State Board of Elections.
(3)
The county boards of elections shall remain in session after the close of the polls on each election day until the transmission of election totals to the State Board of Elections required by subsection (2) of this section is complete.

SECTION 11.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 117 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Prior to an election, a county board of elections shall report to the State Board of Elections when five percent (5%) or more of the county's eligible voters have requested absentee ballots. 

(2)
The State Board of Elections may notify the State Police and the Attorney General's office of any reports under subsection (1) of this section and request an investigation of suspected absentee ballot fraud. The State Police and the Attorney General, under KRS 15.243, may investigate the suspected absentee ballot fraud prior to election day, if feasible, and the State Board of Elections shall be notified of the results of the investigation, if one is initiated under this section.

Section 12.   KRS 117.055 is amended to read as follows:

Subject to KRS 117.0551 to 117.0555:

(1)
Each county shall be divided into election precincts by the county board of elections. Each election precinct shall be composed of contiguous and, as nearly as practicable, compact areas having clearly definable boundaries and wholly contained within any larger district. The county board of elections[election] shall establish precincts so that no boundary of a precinct crosses the boundary of:

(a)
The Commonwealth;

(b)
A county or urban-county;

(c)
A congressional district;

(d)
A state senatorial district;

(e)
A state representative district;

(f)
A justice of the peace or county commissioner's district established under KRS Chapter 67; or

(g)
An aldermanic ward established under KRS 83.440.

(2)
The county board of elections shall have the authority to draw precinct lines so as to enable more than one (1) precinct to vote at one (1) location. The county board of elections shall review election precinct boundaries as often as necessary. Without exception, they shall review the boundaries of all election precincts exceeding seven hundred (700) votes cast in the last regular election prior to each primary election, and shall submit a written report to the State Board of Elections at least sixty (60) days prior to the candidate filing deadline set forth in KRS 118.165(1) on each election precinct exceeding seven hundred (700) votes cast in the last regular election. Consideration to the division of said election precincts should be based on the anticipated growth factor within the specified boundaries; however, the county board of elections shall not be prohibited from dividing election precincts in excess of seven hundred (700) votes cast in the last regular election or less than seven hundred (700) votes cast in the last regular election if they elect to do so. However, the State Board of Elections shall not remit to a county the expenses of an election under KRS 117.345 when the county board of elections does not divide or make other accommodations approved by the State Board of Elections for precincts exceeding seven hundred (700) votes cast in the last general election[for any precinct containing less than three hundred fifty (350) registered voters unless the county has received prior approval from the state board to establish a precinct containing less than three hundred fifty (350) registered voters. The State Board of Elections shall provide by administrative regulation under what circumstances an exception shall be granted].

(3)
No election precinct shall be created, divided, abolished, or consolidated or the boundaries therein changed prior to any primary election to comply with the provisions of KRS 117.055 to 117.0555 and KRS 117.0557 later than the last date prescribed by election law generally for filing notification and declaration forms with the county clerk or Secretary of State. No election precinct shall be created, divided, abolished, or consolidated or the boundaries therein changed prior to any general election to comply with the provisions of KRS 117.055 to 117.0555 and KRS 117.0557 later than the last date prescribed by election law generally for filing certificates or petitions of nomination with the county clerk or Secretary of State.

(4)
The county board of elections shall designate the name or number and the boundaries of the election precincts. Each precinct shall contain, as nearly as practicable, an equal number of voters, based on the number of registered voters in the county.

(5)
A map and listing of the exact election precinct boundaries shall be filed by the county board of elections with the State Board of Elections, and any changes in boundaries thereafter made shall also be filed with the State Board of Elections. A copy of this map indicating all precinct boundaries within the county shall be included in the election supplies of each precinct.

(6)
If the county board of elections fails to perform any of the duties required by KRS 117.055 to 117.0555 and KRS 117.0557:

(a)
The State Board of Elections or any citizen and voter of the county may apply to the Circuit Court of the county for a summary mandatory order requiring the board to perform the duty. Appeals may be taken to the Court of Appeals by either party; and

(b)
The State Board of Elections shall not submit claims for payments to the county under KRS 117.343 and 117.345 until the State Board of Elections determines in writing that the duty has been performed.

(7)
The county board of elections shall coordinate all precinct boundary changes with the affected school board, magisterial, and municipal boundaries.

Section 13.   KRS 117.105 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The fiscal court of any county shall purchase or lease, from available funds or from the proceeds of bonds which may be issued for that purpose, voting machines, including extra or reserve machines, for use in regular, special and primary elections. The fiscal court may, prior to any election, authorize the use of additional voting machines in any particular precinct.

(2)
The fiscal court of any county that utilized lever voting machines in any precinct for the 2000 general election shall replace those lever machines with electronic voting systems conforming to the requirements of this chapter as adequate funding becomes available. Fiscal courts may utilize funds made available through General Assembly appropriations, state or federal grants, or other funding in order to transition from lever machines to electronic voting systems. The fiscal courts shall coordinate this transition with the county clerks of their counties in order to provide for adequate time for training and operation of the new electronic voting systems prior to any election in which they may be used.

Section 14.   KRS 117.355 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Within three (3) days after any primary or general election, the precinct election sheriff shall file a report with the chairman of the county board of elections, [and with] the local grand jury, and the State Board of Elections. The report shall include any irregularities observed and any recommendations for improving the election process.

(2)
Within ten (10) days after any primary or general election, the county board of elections shall file a report with the State Board of Elections[, the Registry of Election Finance] and the local grand jury. The report shall include any irregularities of which the county board has knowledge and any recommendations for improving the election process. The report shall also include a breakdown by precinct of the number of voters requiring assistance to vote and the reasons therefor; the number of special ballots cast by category; and any other information required by the state board.

(3)
Within ten (10) days after any primary or general election, the county board of elections shall transmit the information required by KRS 117.275(4).

(4)
The State Board of Elections shall promulgate [issue] administrative regulations to prescribe the forms required by this section. The failure to tender any or all of the reports required by this section to the State Board of Elections shall result in the withholding of reimbursement for elections under KRS 117.345.

(5)
The State Board of Elections shall compile a report comprised of these reports following the general election in each election year and shall submit it to the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 15.   KRS 117.375 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)
"Electronic or electromechanical voting system" means a system of casting votes by use of marking devices and tabulating ballots employing automatic tabulating equipment or data processing equipment;[.]
(2)
"Automatic tabulating equipment" means apparatus necessary to automatically examine and count votes as designated on ballots and data processing machines which can be used for counting ballots and tabulating results;[.]
(3)
"Voting device" means either an apparatus in which paper ballots or ballot cards are used in connection with an implement by which a voter registers his votes with ink or other substance[ or by punching], or an apparatus by which such votes are registered electronically, so that in either case the votes so registered may be computed and tabulated by means of automatic tabulating equipment;[.]
(4)
"Ballot card" means a tabulating card on which votes may be recorded by a voter [by use of a voting punch device or ]by marking with a pen or special marking device;[.]
(5)
"Ballot label" means the cards, papers, booklet, pages or other material on which appear the names of candidates and the questions to be voted on by means of ballot cards or voting machines;[.]
(6)
"Ballot" or "official ballot" means the voting machine ballot label, ballot cards, paper ballots, an absentee ballot, or a supplemental paper ballot which has been authorized for the use of voters in any primary, general or special election by the Secretary of State or the county clerk;[.]
(7)
["Voting punch device" means an apparatus in which ballots or ballot cards are inserted for the piercing of ballots by the voter. The hole may be in the form of a round dot, rectangle, square, or any other shape that will clearly indicate the intent of the voter.

(8)]
"Vote marking device" means any approved device for marking a paper ballot with ink or other substance which will enable the ballot to be tabulated by means of automatic tabulating equipment;[.]
(8)[(9)]
"Secrecy envelope" means the envelope handed to the voter with his ballot into which the voter shall place his voted ballot cards;[.]
(9)[(10)]
"Precinct ballot counter" means an automatic tabulating device used at the precinct to tabulate and process ballots; and[.]
(10)[(11)]
"Voting machine" or "machine" shall include lever machines and, as far as applicable, any electronic or electromechanical unit and supplies utilized or relied upon by a voter in casting and recording his votes in an election.

Section 16.   KRS 117.383 is amended to read as follows:

The State Board of Elections shall prescribe rules and regulations which shall include but not be limited to the following:

(1)
Achieve and maintain the maximum degree of correctness, impartiality, and efficiency of the procedures of voting;

(2)
Count, tabulate, and record votes;

(3)
Establish a method for placing items on the electronic voting device, which shall, as closely as possible, follow the requirements pertaining to ballot labels;

(4)
Design the ballot cards, including a numerical system to insure an accurate record of all voting activities;

(5)
Instruct voters in the use of the voting device;

(6)
Provide for checking the accuracy of the equipment;

(7)
Provide necessary supplies, including those necessary for a write-in vote and secrecy envelopes for [punch cards or ]data processing cards to insure voter privacy;

(8)
As part of the official canvass, provide for a manual recount of randomly selected precincts representing three percent (3%) to five percent (5%) of the total ballots cast in each election;

(9)
Provide a method for maintaining sufficient documents and records so that votes can be recounted. Such documents and records shall include any material other than a ballot card which is imprinted with the names of candidates and issues voted upon. Records shall be maintained in such a manner that a specific piece of printed material listing issues and candidates can be matched with the specific ballot cards which were marked in reliance upon such printed material. Except as otherwise required in this chapter that certain records and papers relating to specified elections be retained for twenty-two (22) months, such documents and records shall be maintained for thirty (30) days following an election.

Section 17.   KRS 118.015 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A "political party" within the meaning of this chapter, is an affiliation or organization of electors representing a political policy and having a constituted authority for its government and regulation, and whose candidate received at least twenty percent (20%) of the total vote cast at the last preceding election at which presidential electors were voted for.

(2)
The word "election" used in reference to a state, district, county, or city election, includes the decisions of questions submitted to the qualified voters as well as the choice of officers by them.

(3)
A "ballot" or "official ballot" means the voting machine ballot label, ballot cards, paper ballots, an absentee ballot, or a supplemental paper ballot which has been authorized for the use of the voters in any primary, general or special election by the Secretary of State or the county clerk.

(4)
"Ballot label" means the cards, papers, booklet, pages, or other material on which appear the names of candidates and the questions to be voted on by means of ballot cards or voting machines.

(5)
"Ballot card" means a tabulating card on which votes may be recorded by a voter [by use of a voting punch device or ]by marking with a pen or special marking device.

(6)
"Voting machine" or "machine" shall include lever machines and, as far as applicable, any electronic or electromechanical unit and supplies utilized or relied upon by a voter in casting and recording his votes in an election.

(7)
The word "resident" used in reference to a candidate in a state, district, county, or city election shall mean actual resident, without regard to the residence of the spouse of the candidate.

(8)
"Political organization" means a political group not constituting a political party within the meaning of subsection (1) of this section but whose candidate received two percent (2%) or more of the vote of the state at the last preceding election for presidential electors.

(9)
"Political group" means a political group not constituting a political party or political organization within the meaning of subsections (1) and (8) of this section.

Section 18.   KRS 118A.010 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
As used in this chapter, the word "election" refers only to elections for offices of the Court of Justice.

(2)
A "ballot" or "official ballot" means the voting machine ballot label, ballot cards, paper ballots, an absentee ballot, a special ballot, or a supplemental paper ballot which has been authorized for the use of the voters in any primary, general or special election by the Secretary of State or the county clerk.

(3)
"Ballot label" means the cards, papers, booklet, pages or other material on which appear the names of candidates and the questions to be voted on by means of ballot cards or voting machines.

(4)
"Ballot card" means a tabulating card on which votes may be recorded by a voter [by use of a voting punch device or ]by marking with a pen or special marking device.

(5)
"Voting machine" or "machine" shall include lever machines and, as far as applicable, any electronic or electromechanical unit and supplies utilized or relied upon by a voter in casting his vote in an election.

(6)
No provisions of KRS Chapter 118 existing on March 10, 1976, except KRS 118.015 through 118.045 shall apply to such elections. All other provisions of the election laws not inconsistent with this chapter shall be applicable thereto.

Section 19.   KRS 119.005 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A "ballot" or "official ballot" means the voting machine ballot label, ballot cards, paper ballots, an absentee ballot, a special ballot, or a supplemental paper ballot which has been authorized for the use of the voters in any primary, general or special election by the Secretary of State or the county clerk;

(2)
"Ballot label" means the cards, papers, booklet, pages or other material on which appear the names of candidates and the questions to be voted on by means of ballot cards or voting machines;

(3)
"Ballot card" means a tabulating card on which votes may be recorded by a voter [by use of a voting punch device or ]by marking with a pen or special marking device;

(4)
"Voting machine" or "machine" shall include lever machines and, as far as applicable, any electronic or electromechanical unit and supplies utilized or relied upon by a voter in casting and recording his vote in an election.

Section 20.   KRS 120.005 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A "ballot" or "official ballot" means the voting machine ballot label, ballot cards, paper ballots, an absentee ballot, a special ballot, or a supplemental paper ballot which has been authorized for the use of the voters in any primary, general or special election by the Secretary of State or the county clerk;

(2)
"Ballot label" means the cards, papers, booklet, pages or other material on which appear the names of candidates and the questions to be voted on by means of ballot cards or voting machines;

(3)
"Ballot card" means a tabulating card on which votes may be recorded by a voter [by use of a voting punch device or ]by marking with a pen or special marking device;

(4)
"Voting machine" or "machine" shall include lever machines and, as far as applicable, any electronic or electromechanical unit and supplies utilized or relied upon by a voter in casting and recording his vote in an election.

Section 21.   The following KRS section is repealed:

118.551   Definition of political party.

Section 22.   The Legislative Research Commission shall provide for additional study of other voting reforms by the Task Force on Elections, Constitutional Amendments, and Intergovernmental Affairs, including any proposed federal legislation, other states' efforts in voting reforms, and the efforts of the National Conference of State Legislatures' National Task Force on Election Reforms, with recommendations for legislation to be made to the 2002 General Assembly."
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