UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/13/01
01 REG. SESS.
01 RS BR 465


A RESOLUTION to promote energy efficiency and encourage all Kentuckians to help less fortunate citizens with energy assistance.

WHEREAS, this winter's temperature's have been 36 percent colder than last winter's, causing increased consumption of natural gas, propane, and heating oil; and

WHEREAS, the cost of natural gas, propane, and heating oil has increased by 40 to 60 percent above last year; and

WHEREAS, these two factors have resulted in significantly higher heating costs for many Kentuckians and have caused particular hardship for those who can least afford the increased cost; and

WHEREAS, many utilities serving the Commonwealth have utility check-off programs allowing ratepayers to donate money that is matched by the utility to help low-income citizens pay their utility bills; and

WHEREAS, Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funds available to help qualifying citizens pay their utility bills are limited; and

WHEREAS, state government agencies also are faced with significantly higher costs for heating buildings and facilities; and

WHEREAS, households, businesses, industry, and government agencies can save up to 25 percent on their utility bills by practicing simple energy-saving measures; and

WHEREAS, the Governor issued Executive Order 2000-1494 giving natural gas utilities more responsibility in ensuring low-income households qualifying for assistance receive help this winter, and

WHEREAS, under the leadership of the Governor, state agencies, including the Public Service Commission, the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet, the Division of Emergency Management, the Office of the Attorney General, the Cabinet for Families and Children, and the Department for Local Government, have been working together since last summer to address energy-related problems in the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body encourages state government agencies to continue to cooperate on an interagency basis to anticipate and help resolve energy-related problems in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   Local governments and counties are encouraged to seek innovative ways to help the citizens within their communities cope with higher heating bills and colder temperatures.

Section 3.   The citizens of the Commonwealth are urged to help their neighbors by contributing to utility check-off programs and working with civic groups, religious institutions, and other charitable organizations.

Section 4.   State government agencies are encouraged to explore all possible alternatives for promoting energy conservation in state facilities.

Section 5.   State government is urged to develop long term solutions that improve building energy efficiency in order to reduce energy consumption and operating costs.
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