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A RESOLUTION urging home health agencies to provide at least forty-five days' advance notice before terminating treatment with a patient.

WHEREAS, home health agencies provide valuable health services to the citizens of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, home health agencies enable people to remain in their homes yet still receive health services that might otherwise be available only in a hospital or other more expensive setting; and

WHEREAS, some areas of the Commonwealth have limited choices among home health agencies to provide services; and

WHEREAS, circumstances arise from time to time that require home health agencies to terminate their relationships with their patients; and

WHEREAS, the termination of the health professional/patient relationship can traumatize a patient who may not know of other existing health professionals who may provide services; and

WHEREAS, there is no statutory requirement for a home health agency to provide advance notice to a patient prior to terminating services;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That each home health agency across the Commonwealth is commended for the excellent service that it renders to our citizens.

Section 2.   That if a home health agency wishes to terminate its relationship with a patient in need of medically necessary continuous care, the home health agency is urged to provide the patient with the names of other home health agencies that service the area in which the patient resides, to provide sufficient notice prior to terminating the relationship with the patient, and to assist the patient in finding appropriate alternative care.

Section 3.   That the Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Denise Tinsley, 790 State Route 1668, Marion, Kentucky 42064, and the Kentucky Home Health Association, 154 Patchen Drive, Suite 90, Lexington, Kentucky 40517.
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