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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the State Fair Board to rename Freedom Hall in honor of Denny Crum.

WHEREAS, Denny Crum, a native of San Fernando, California, was born on March 2, 1937; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum, was a two-year letter winner while playing basketball for UCLA, from which he graduated in 1958; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum later served as an assistant coach on UCLA teams that won NCAA National Championships in 1969, 1970, and 1971; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum learned the game of basketball as a player and assistant coach from a man who was most certainly the greatest coach in basketball history: former UCLA coach John R. Wooden; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum was hired in 1971 as the basketball coach at the University of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum had immediate success at U of L, guiding his first team to a 26-5 record and a spot in the NCAA Final Four; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum continued this dizzying pace of success over the next several years, guiding the Cardinals back to the Final Four in 1975, 1980, 1982, 1983, and 1986; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum's teams reached the top of their sport by winning the NCAA Basketball Championship in 1980 and 1986; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum was honored by the Lexington Herald-Leader as Kentucky Sportsman of the Year in 1986 and Kentucky Sportsman of the Decade for the decade of the 1980's; and

WHEREAS, entering this season, Denny Crum's 663 victories, .706 winning percentage, 23 NCAA Tournament appearances, 6 Final Fours, and 2 National Championships over the course of a 29-year career stand as quantitative evidence that he is among the greatest coaches in the history of his sport; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum was richly rewarded for his sustained excellence when in 1994, he was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame; today he is the only active college basketball coach so honored; and

WHEREAS, Denny Crum, in addition to his on-court accomplishments, has been a tremendous force in the civic and community life of Louisville, Jefferson County, and the entire Commonwealth, giving freely and generously of his time to a list of charities too numerous to mention;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the members of the General Assembly, both individually and collectively, salute and honor Denny Crum on the occasion of his 30th season as head coach of the University of Louisville Basketball Cardinals, and offer their heartfelt thanks for a job well done.

Section 2.   That the General Assembly strongly encourages the Kentucky State Fair Board to honor Denny Crum by renaming Freedom Hall at the Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center the "Denny Crum Arena".
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