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Bill #:
 HB 77

Amendment #


SUBJECT/TITLE
Polling Hours

SPONSOR
Rep. Joe Barrows

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Treasurers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

House Bill 77 proposes a constitutional amendment to extend the hours during which elections are held.  This bill would extend the closing of polls from seven o'clock p.m. to eight o'clock p.m., and would require that any voters in line at eight o'clock p.m. be allowed to vote.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of House Bill 77 is indeterminable, but may be substantial.  Election officials indicated that they currently have difficulty filling all necessary positions for election officers for each precinct.  They also indicated that a large number of the individuals currently filling these positions are elderly.  Officials reported that precinct workers are required to begin working at 5:00 or 5:30 a.m. in order to ensure that the precinct is ready for the earliest voters.  Extending the hours of the election to 8:00 p.m. could prove to be burdensome to a number of the older precinct workers.  Election officials expressed a concern that they might be required to hire additional precinct workers and have multiple shifts for each precinct.  The current state minimum salary for election officers is $60 for election day and $10 for training.  Assuming four election officers per precinct, an additional shift of election workers would impose an additional cost of $280 per precinct per election.
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