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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: HB 62/GA creates new sections of KRS 164 to require a waiver of tuition and student fees from postsecondary institutions for foster and adopted children. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS: HB 62/GA creates new sections of KRS 164 to require a waiver of tuition and student fees from postsecondary institutions for a Kentucky foster or adopted child; defines an eligible student as one who is over age 18 and the student's family receives state-funded adoption assistance under KRS 199.555; is currently placed in foster care by the Cabinet for Families and Children or the Department of Juvenile Justice; is in an independent living program; was in the custody of the Cabinet for Families and Children or the Department of Juvenile Justice prior to being adopted by a family that resides in Kentucky; or was in the custody of the Cabinet for Families and Children or the Department of Juvenile Justice on his or her eighteenth birthday; directs the Cabinet for Families and Children to confirm status of student upon request by the Council on Postsecondary Education; requires the child to meet entrance requirements, apply within four (4) years of high school graduation, and maintain academic eligibility while enrolled at the postsecondary institution; permits a period of five (5) years for the waiver; authorizes the Council on Postsecondary Education to define satisfactory progress for continuation of waiver; permits a postsecondary institution to accept scholarships; requires promulgation of administrative regulations by the Cabinet for Families and Children; requires the student to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid to determine the level of need and eligibility for state and federal financial aid programs; require if the sum of the tuition waiver plus other student financial assistance, except loans, from all sources exceeds the student's total cost of attendance, as defined in 20 U.S.C. sec. 108711, the tuition waiver shall be reduced by the amount exceeding the total cost of attendance; directs that the provisions are not to be construed to guarantee acceptance or entrance of a student into any postsecondary institution for a foster or adopted child, limit the participation of foster or adopted children of other financial assistance programs, or to require a postsecondary institution from charging costs of fees relating to room and board. 
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FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The Cabinet for Families and Children estimates approximately 490 Foster Care Children will turn 18 years old each of the next three (3) years; and that approximately 169 Adoption Subsidy children will turn 18 years old each of the next three (3) years.

The average annual tuition and mandatory fees at the public four year comprehensive institutions for 2001-02 is $2,562 ( $1,123 for tuition and $158 for mandatory fees per semester).

The average annual tuition and mandatory fees at the public four year Research Institutions for 2001-02 is $3,732 ($1,655 for tuition and $211 for mandatory fees per semester).

The average annual tuition and mandatory fees at the Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) for 2001-02 is $1,156 ($523 for tuition and $55 for mandatory fees per semester).

The total undergraduate full-time equivalent enrollment in Fall 1998-Fall 1999 was 92,685; 46% of the students attended comprehensive institutions, 27% attended the research institutions and 27% attended the community colleges.  Data is not available for the technical colleges in a comparable undergraduate format.  It is not likely that the number of students attending technical colleges would substantially affect the fiscal impact of the legislation. Due to KCTCS's tuition being less than the universities and community colleges, the greater number of students that attend the technical colleges the less the fiscal impact of the legislation will be.

The average number of high school graduates in Kentucky who attend college is currently less than 50 percent. The estimated number of Foster Care and Adoption Subsidy children that will turn 18 years old and are expected to graduate from high school during the next three fiscal years is 659.  Assuming they will attend college at the average rate of the total population of high school graduates in Kentucky of 50 percent, the number of children expected to qualify for the postsecondary education tuition and fee waiver in FY 2001-02 should be approximately 330 (659 x 50% = 330). Following the current distribution of undergraduates among the different types of institutions, 152 (46%) should attend the comprehensive institutions, 89 should attend the research institutions, and 89 should attend a KCTCS institution.

The fiscal impact of HB 62/GA is indeterminable.  The following estimate, based on assumptions in the above paragraphs, and cost of tuition and fees for the institutions provided by the Council on Postsecondary Education, is provided for illustration.  

FY 2001-2002
Comprehensive
Research
KCTCS
Total

Students
152
89
89
330

Cost Per Year
$2,562
$3,732
$1,156


Total FY 2001-2002
$389,400
$332,100
$102,900
$824,400

The above, estimated impact, will be reduced by the amount exceeding the total cost of attendance if the sum of the tuition wavier plus other student financial assistance, except loans, from all sources exceeds the student’s total cost of attendance, as defined in 20 U. S. C. sec 108711.  There is no data to project the amount of other student financial aid that may exceed the cost of attendance.
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