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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crimes and punishments; torturing animals

SPONSOR
Representative Ruth Ann Palumbo

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Fiscal courts and jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill provides circumstances under which a person is guilty of animal torture, defines animal torture, specifies certain exceptions, and provides that animal torture is a Class D felony.

The bill provides that a court shall order all animals possessed by a defendant forfeited to the county in which the offense occurred. If the defendant is not convicted or charges are dismissed, the costs of confiscation, keeping, and forfeiture of the animal are borne by the county. However, upon submission of expenses, the actual costs of confiscation, keeping, and forfeiture of the animal will be reimbursed to the county from the livestock fund administered by the Department of Agriculture if the defendant is found not guilty, charges are dismissed, or the defendant is found indigent by the court.

The bill provides that the court order psychological counseling for the defendant. The cost of the counseling is to be borne by the defendant.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of the bill on local governments is indeterminable, but ought to be minimal. In those cases where the charges against the defendant are dismissed, the defendant is found not guilty, or the defendant is found to be indigent by the court, the county will be reimbursed by the state for the expenses incurred in confiscating, keeping, and forfeiture of the animal. The only cost borne by the county would be the cost of submitting a bill to the Department of Agriculture for reimbursement of expenses.

Finally, county jails may sustain a negligible increase in revenue as a result of the incarceration of Class D felons. Counties are paid a per diem by the state for incarcerating felons who are considered prisoners of the state.
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