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SUBJECT/TITLE
Local Option Elections

SPONSOR
Rep. Marie Rader

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerk

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill stipulates that persons or organizations who petition to require a local option election shall bear the cost of that local option election.  Individuals whose only participation is limited to signing the petition shall not be liable for paying the cost of the election.  Only those responsible for the preparation or circulation of the petition shall pay the costs of the election.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The cost reduction associated with this bill is indeterminable, but is thought to be substantial savings.  The cost of local option elections varies greatly.  If a local option election is held jointly with a regular election, the cost of the local option election may be only a minor, incremental addition to add the local option election question to the ballot.  On the other hand, local option elections that occur individually, when no regular election is scheduled, can impose a substantial cost on a county.  A county-wide, local option in Scott County in April, 2000, cost the county $20,663.  Other local option elections vary widely in cost depending on the number of precincts involved and the number of voters within those precincts.  The state Board of Elections does not compile costs on local option election, because the state does not reimburse counties for any of the costs associated with local option elections.  However, the Board of Elections reported that the average cost of a general election was $1,000 per precinct.  The cost of a local option election would be somewhat less, because the ballot would be less complex, but most of the costs would be the same.  For example, the costs for rent, precinct officers, telephones, and shipping the voting machines from central storage to the precincts would all be virtually identical.

By requiring that the group or individual responsible for initiating the local option election to bear the cost of the local option election, the cost of the local option election would be shifted from the counties to those initiating the election.
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