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AN ACT relating to environmental protection.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

The General Assembly finds that due to the amount of interest and debate surrounding vehicle emissions testing programs in Kentucky, there shall be established a Vehicle Emissions Testing Task Force. 

Section 1.   The task force shall have the following responsibilities:

(a)
Review current state and federal air quality requirements including current and future air pollution control agency expectations;

(b)
Review percentage contributors to total emissions in Louisville and Northern Kentucky by sector, including industrial, mobile, and area sources;

(c)
Review impacts of metropolitan area emissions versus emissions traveling into the area from other areas;

(d)
Review impacts of emission reductions on area air quality including volatile organic compound, carbon monoxide, particulates, and oxides of nitrogen compounds;

(e)
Review current mix of control programs in use in each area;

(f)
Review current state and federal vehicle emission testing requirements;

(g)
Review the types of vehicle emissions testing programs in Kentucky, and other areas in the nation;

(h)
Review the effectiveness of vehicle emission testing programs including estimates of emission reductions achievable from various types of vehicle emissions testing programs;

(i)
Review the questions surrounding sanctions and under what conditions they may be applied;

(j)
Review Transportation Conformity requirements and under what circumstances the use of federal highway funds in areas may be limited or lost;

(k)
Arrive at conclusions on degree of emission reductions necessary for present and future air quality situations in Kentucky;

(l)
Consider vehicle emission testing changes which may be allowable and appropriate to meet current and future needs in Kentucky;

(m)
Consider alternative control requirements if vehicle emission testing can be modified or eliminated and what types of alternative controls are available, necessary, and cost effective; and

(n)
Arrive at a conclusion and make recommendations on whether vehicle emission testing programs can or should simply be eliminated or replaced, and what consequences may occur with each of these different scenarios.

Section 2.   Appointment to this task force shall be made by July 1, 2001 and shall consist of the following thirty (30) members:

(a)
One (1) county judge/executive or his designee from each of the six (6) counties in which a VET program is in operation;

(b)
One (1) mayor or his designee from each of the six (6) largest cities contained within the six (6) counties in which a VET program is in operation:

(c)
Two (2) representatives of environmental and health organizations in Kentucky;

(d)
Two (2) representatives of the Kentucky House of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, one (1) from the majority party leadership and one (1) from the minority party leadership;

(e)
Two (2) representatives of the Kentucky Senate, to be appointed by the President of the Senate, one (1) from the majority party leadership and one (1) from the minority party leadership; 

(f)
One (1) representative of the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce;

(g)
One (1) representative of business interests from Jefferson County;

(h)
One (1) representative of business interests from Northern Kentucky;

(i)
The Secretary of the Transportation Cabinet, or his or her designee; 

(j)
One (1) representative from the local metropolitan planning organization for the Louisville area (KIPDA);

(k)
One (1) representative from the local metropolitan planning organization for Northern Kentucky (OKI);

(l)
The Director of the Air Pollution Control District of Jefferson County, or his or her designee;

(m)
The Secretary of the Natural Resources and Environmental Cabinet, or his or her designee;

(n)
One (1) representative of the Environmental Quality Commission, or his or her designee;

(o)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Compliance Advisory Panel for the Small Business Assistance Program; and

(p)
One (1) citizen representative from an organization opposed to vehicle emissions testing.

Section 3.   The Vehicle Emission Testing Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Interim Joint Committee on Local Government no later than September 1, 2002, with recommendations for legislation for the Regular Session of the General Assembly in 2003.
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