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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 23/HCS provides a one time payment of up to $500 for payment of relocation expenses for victims of crime; requires documentation of relocation expenses to be provided to the board; expands definition of “criminally injurious conduct” to include injury or death to a pedestrian or other bystander not in a motor vehicle, motorcycle, train, boat, aircraft or other vehicle; provides reimbursement for mileage under certain circumstances; directs the Board to promulgate administrative regulations that sets maximum rates for reimbursement of mental health services; sets maximum amounts for awards for loss of earnings; expands the definition of total compensation; clarifies circumstances for receipt of compensation; deletes references to determination of financial hardship on claimant in determining eligibility for an award.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 23/HCS creates a new section and amends various sections of KRS Chapter 346 to provide for the measures purposes as follows:

Section 1 - Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 346 that allows a crime victim to receive a one-time payment of up to $500 for relocation expenses upon satisfactory documentation of expenses.

Section 2 – Amends KRS 346.020 to provide eligibility for compensation for the injury or death of a pedestrian or other bystander under certain circumstances.

Section 3 – Amends KRS 346.130 to provide mileage reimbursement; requires the promulgation of administrative regulations relating to maximum rates for reimbursement of mental health services; and revises loss of earnings calculations.
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Section 4 – Amends KRS 346.140 to clarify circumstances for receipt of compensation and deletes references to the determination of financial hardship in determining award eligibility.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

Board of Crime Victims Compensation: HB 23/HCS results in no additional fiscal impact on the Board.  Existing statutes cap the maximum award at $25,000, which is not altered by the provisions of HB 23/HCS.  Any changes to the crime victims’ reimbursements reflected in HB 23/HCS will still fall within the established cap.
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