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Bill Number:
HB 122
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to the abolition of the death penalty 
Sponsor(s):
Rep T. Burch, M. Marizian
Introduction Date:
1/5/01
Assignment Date:
Due Date:
Text of Legislation:
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to abolish the death penalty and require courts with jurisdiction over a person sentenced to death to sentence the person to imprisonment for life without benefit of probation or parole; amend KRS 24A.110, 24A.430, 431.060, 431.215, 431.510, 439.265, 439.3401, 440.280, 440.300, 532.025, 532.030, 532.100, 533.010, and 640.040 to conform; repeal 431.213, 431.2135, 431.218, 431.220, 431.223, 431.224, 431.240, 431.250, 431.260, 532.075, 532.300, 532.305, and 532.309, relating to the death penalty.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

Passage of this bill would have no short-term impact on the Department of Corrections as inmates on death row would be sentenced to Life Without Parole.  Elimination of the death penalty would obviate the need for the extensive procedures and costs related to executions but conversely the Department would incur the lifetime cost of incarcerating all those on death row.      

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
This bill would result in minor short-term fiscal savings by obviating the need for extensive preparations and security procedures attendent to executions.  The long term fiscal impact relates to a lifetime incarceration of all those who would have otherwise been sentenced to death.  It is difficult to estimate either the short-term savings because of the uncertainty when an execution will occur or the long-term additional costs because of the uncertainty related to how many would have otherwise been sentenced to death.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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