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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Merle M. Mahr.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Merle M. Mahr, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Merle M. Mahr was born on January 10, 1918, a native of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and longtime resident of Madisonville, Hopkins County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on December 22, 1991; and

WHEREAS, Merle M. Mahr was a devoted husband to Glema Miers Mahr, whom he married on December 22, 1941, in Flushing, New York; they were high school sweethearts, and their lasting relationship was filled with love and companionship; they raised Angus beef cattle and horses on their beloved farm northwest of Madisonville, and they shared a passion for Pre-Columbian archeology, traveling extensively in Central and South America; and

WHEREAS, Merle M. Mahr graduated from high school in Seward, Nebraska; he graduated from Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1940, and he was awarded an honorary doctor of science degree in 1989 from Wesleyan; he received his M.D. degree from Cornell University Medical College in New York City in 1945, and served his internship at Cornell's New York Hospital; he then served his country with distinction in the United States Army at Dwight V.A. Hospital from 1946-1948; and he served his surgical residency at Kennedy V.A. Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee from 1949-1953; and

WHEREAS, in 1953, Merle M. Mahr became a founding partner with Doctors Loman Trover, Faull Trover, Fred Scott, and John Haynes in Trover Clinic, one of the largest practice clinics in Kentucky; and his practice of surgery at the clinic and the Regional Medical Center spanned thirty-five years, and culminated in 1985 with the opening of the Merle M. Mahr Cancer Center, a living tribute to a man who dedicated his life to healing the sick, and who had an unfaltering dedication to his profession and to his community, where he was loved and respected by all; and

WHEREAS, Merle M. Mahr represented the highest standards of surgery, and he was renowned throughout the medical community where he was a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, a member of the American and Kentucky Medical Associations, a Cancer Liaison Fellow, a national surveyor for Outpatient Facilities and Ambulatory Health Care, and a Senior Member of the Kentucky Surgical Society, and he wrote extensively for a variety of medical and surgical journals, as well; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Merle M. Mahr has left a void that can never be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Merle M. Mahr, and extends to his wife and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Merle M. Mahr brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue through all the lives he touched.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Merle M. Mahr.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Glema Miers Mahr, 1801 Forefar Street, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431.
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