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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Robert E. "Bobby" Thomas.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Robert E. "Bobby" Thomas, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Bobby Thomas was born on May 7, 1939, a native of Hardin County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on January 30, 2001; and

WHEREAS, Bobby Thomas was the loving son of the late Lawrence and Mary Agnes Thomas; he was also preceded in death by two brothers, Mack Thomas and Joe Thomas; and a granddaughter. He was the devoted husband of Martha Jenkins Thomas; he was the loving father of three sons, Nicky Thomas and Larry Thomas, both of Elizabethtown, and Greg Thomas of Cecilia; three daughters, Lisa Parrett and Tracie Price, both of Elizabethtown, and Pam Yates of Rineyville; a sister, Mary Catherine Brown of Elizabethtown; four brothers, Francis Thomas, Russell Thomas, and Phillip Thomas, all of Elizabethtown, and Earl Thomas of Louisville; and he was the proud grandfather of twelve grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Bobby Thomas graduated from Rineyville High School in 1957; he was a devout member of St. John Catholic Church and a lifelong dairy farmer; he will be remembered as an active and involved citizen of the Hardin County community where he served six years as deputy sheriff before he was appointed Hardin County Sheriff in February, 1994, and he was elected to serve two terms; he was past president of the Kentucky Sheriff's Association, and a member of the National Sheriff's Association; and he was a member of the Elizabethtown and Radcliff Chambers of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, Bobby Thomas contributed a great deal to the enhancement of the quality of life in Hardin County; he was past president of the Kentucky Farm Bureau from 1977 to 1985; past president of the Cecilia Ruritan Club; past chairman of the Hardin County Extension Foundation; and he was a member of the Kentucky Association of Counties and the former chairman of the Hardin County Cooperative Extension Service Center; and

WHEREAS, Bobby Thomas brought to his community the enthusiasm and optimism he displayed throughout his life and he served as a source of strength and encouragement for others; he was the recipient of many honors for service from the United States Marshals Office, the Kentucky Farm Bureau and various farm organizations; he started the TRIAD organization for senior citizens in Hardin County which was the first organized in Kentucky; and he was a former member and county chairman of the ASCS office; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Bobby Thomas has left a void that can never be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Bobby Thomas, and extends to his loving family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Bobby Thomas.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Martha Jenkins Thomas, 3498 St. John Road, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701.
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