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Text of Legislation:
Amend KRS 525.105 to change the penalty for Desecration of a Venerated Objects in the first degree from a Class D felony to a Class C felony; amend KRS 525.115 to modify the penalty for Violating Graves to a Class D felony if the damage exceeds $1,000.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The Department of Corrections has admitted only one inmate with a conviction of Desecration of a Venerated Object I with a five-year sentence (average time served 24 months) within the past several years.  Passage of this bill would increase the sentence to ten years (average time served 40 months).  The DOC assumes any case of violating graves would likely exceed the cost amount of $1,000 thus all offenses would probably be a felony.  Increasing the penalty for Violating Graves to a Class D felony could result in one additional inmate per year with a one year sentence (average time served of 7.6 months).

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Based upon the assumptions cited above, passage of this bill would cost the Department of Corrections the cost of housing one additional inmate per year for eight months for Violating Graves and one additional inmate per year starting in FY04 for Desecrating a Venerated Object.  The cost of these additional beds totals $11,800 in FY02; $12,000 in FY03; and $31,000 in FY04.  



Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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