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AN ACT relating to tuition at postsecondary educational institutions.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly declares it is in the best interest of the Commonwealth to provide incentives to talented students to pursue postsecondary education at state-supported institutions. The "Top Scholars Program" is established to provide access to state-supported postsecondary educational institutions for students who have demonstrated good character, citizenship, leadership, and the potential to succeed in postsecondary education.

(2)
Any student who has graduated from a Kentucky public high school and has been admitted to a state-supported university or a community or technical college for the first time shall be eligible to receive a waiver of tuition and mandatory fees for a period not to exceed two (2) academic terms. An eligible student shall have:

(a)
Achieved a score of 21 or above on the American College Test (ACT) or an equivalent score as determined by the Council on Postsecondary Education on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) by the date of graduation from high school; and

(b)
A letter of recommendation from the superintendent of the local school district that attests to the student's good character, citizenship, and leadership to the postsecondary educational institution in which the student is enrolled.

(4)
If the student so admitted to a state-supported university or community college under the provisions of this section shall have obtained a cash scholarship paid or payable to the institution from whatever source, the amount of the scholarship shall be applied to the credit of the applicant in the payment of incidental expenses of his or her attendance at the institution, and any balance, if the terms of the scholarship permit, shall be returned to the applicant.
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