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SUBJECT/TITLE
County Auxiliary Police Training

SPONSOR
Rep. Jim Bruce

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Fiscal Court; County Police; County Auxiliary Police

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

House Bill 310 Section 1 would exempt unpaid members of an auxiliary county police force from the mandatory 640 hours of training required for certification in Kentucky's Peace Officer Professional Standards program.   HB 310 would require auxiliary county police appointed after the effective date of this Act to successfully complete 80 hours of basic training and 40 hours of annual training and, if not certified, for those auxiliary officers to complete 80 hours of training in law enforcement within the six months of their appointment.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of HB 310 is indeterminable.  There is some confusion between criminal justice training officials and county officials as to whether unpaid members of an auxiliary police force are currently required to have any training in law enforcement.  Criminal justice training officials stated they were not aware of any unpaid county auxiliary police who had been certified.  HB 310 would require unpaid auxiliary police to receive 80 hours of training during the first year, and 40 hours annually thereafter to be certified, so this may create a training requirement that unpaid county auxiliary police are not currently fulfilling.  HB 310 allows the certification of exempt unpaid members of an auxiliary county police forces at the request of their agency.  If the unpaid auxiliary police force is not issued a certification, HB 310 requires 80 hours of training within the first 6 months of appointment.  HB 310, however, does not require the fiscal court or any other county office to fund the training of individuals serving on auxiliary county police forces.  Should counties opt to pay for the 80 hours of training for unpaid auxiliary police, training fees at the Kentucky Department of Criminal Justice include; $600 per week for tuition, $15 per day for housing, and $85 per week for meals.  Based upon these costs, the 80 hours of training required by HB 310 in the first year of service for unpaid auxiliary police would cost $1,520 per officer.
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Jaime Franklin, LRC; Richard Tanner, Kentucky Magistrates and Commissioners Association; Angie East, Christian County Police Department; Dennis Mills, Department of Criminal Justice Training;
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