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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating an Advisory Committee on City and County Relations.

WHEREAS, the economic prosperity and overall quality of life of the Commonwealth's citizens are intertwined with and dependent upon the financial stability and well-being of the Commonwealth's cities and counties; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth's cities and counties face a staggering array of service responsibilities, infrastructure and capital improvement needs, and other costly governmental issues; and

WHEREAS, the cities and counties of the Commonwealth of Kentucky are finding it increasingly difficult to raise the tax revenue necessary to fund expanding service needs, maintain or replace aging infrastructure, and address the many other local problems that place demands on financial resources; and

WHEREAS, the cities and counties of the Commonwealth of Kentucky are increasingly involved in conflicts over such issues as service responsibility, tax base allocation, annexation, and land use planning; and

WHEREAS, it is clear that the problems confronting the cities and counties of the Commonwealth of Kentucky require the immediate attention of state and local leaders;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   (1)
The Advisory Committee on City and County Relations is hereby established. The Advisory Committee's membership shall include:

(a)
Two (2) members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate;

(b)
Two (2) members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(c)
The secretary of the Revenue Cabinet;

(d)
The commissioner of the Department for Local Government, or the commissioner's designee;

(e)
Six (6) city officials appointed by the governing body of the Kentucky League of Cities;

(f)
Two (2) county officials appointed by the governing body of the Kentucky Association of Counties;

(g)
Two (2) county judge/executives appointed by the governing body of the Kentucky County Judge/Executive Association; and

(h)
Two (2) county magistrates appointed by the governing body of the Kentucky County Magistrates Association.

(2)
The chair and co-chair shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission.

(3)
The appointments in paragraphs (e) to (h) of subsection (1) of this section shall be subject to the approval of the Legislative Research Commission.

(4)
(a)
The Advisory Committee on City and County Relations shall examine the issues and problems facing the Commonwealth's cities and counties. These issues and problems include, but are not limited to:

1.
Overlapping, inefficient service delivery;

2.
Identification of the principal beneficiaries of local government services;

3.
Allocation of taxing authority; and

4.
Identification of various city and county tax bases.

(b)
The Advisory Committee on City and County Relations may make specific recommendations concerning, but not limited to the following:

1.
Recommendations for allocating future service responsibilities between cities and counties;  and

2.
Recommendations regarding the allocation of taxing authority between cities and counties, based on assigned service responsibilities.

Section 2.   The Advisory Committee on City and County Relations shall report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission no later than August 1, 2001.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary not withstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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