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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to Assisted Living Communities

SPONSOR
Representative Robert Damron

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
        X       Impact
               No Impact
         Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
           X       State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Office of Aging Services

Fund(s) Impact:
              General
                Road
               Federal


          X           Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)

120,000
120,000


Expenditures (+/-)

120,000
120,000


Net Effect

0
0


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Establishes a certification process for assisted living communities, and outline services to be provided, staffing requirements, clients to be served and penalties for operating an assisted living community without certification.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Creates new sections of 194A to require the certification of assisted living communities by the Office of Aging Services; Specifies physical requirements of the community; Identifies required services; Permits clients to contract or arrange for additional services to be provided by individuals outside the assisted living community, if permitted by the community's policies; Requires an assisted living community to inform clients regarding policies relating to contracting or arranging for additional services upon entering into a lease agreement; Prohibits any business from operating or marketing its services as an assisted living facility without having a current application for certification on file or receiving certification; Requires the Office of Aging Services to determine the feasibility of recognizing accreditation by other organizations in lieu of certification; Requires personnel that conduct certification reviews to have the skills, training, experience, and ongoing education to perform certification reviews; Requires the Office of Aging Services to report any alleged or actual cases of health services being delivered by the staff of an assisted living community; Requires staff to report abuse, neglect, or exploitation; Identifies client criteria; Establishes the required content of the lease agreement and disclosure; Requires an assisted living community to provide consumer education materials to the public or refer the request for information to the Office of Aging Services; Establishes staffing requirements; Establishes orientation and inservice education requirements for employees; Requires any assisted living constructed with funding from the Kentucky Housing Corporation to comply with all federal housing laws and regulations; Establishes penalties for operating or marketing as an assisted living community without having a current application on file or being certified; Amends KRS 216.793 to require a criminal record check for initial employment in an assisted living facility; Repeals KRS 209.200. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The fiscal impact of HB 148 would be $0 as costs to provided the services required under HB 148 would be negated by the certification fee to be charged on facilities.

Currently, there are approximately 75 assisted living facilities in Kentucky.  In the event that each of these facilities are required to pay the maximum certification fee under the provisions of HB 148 ($1,600), annual revenues to be generated would total approximately $120,000.  The certification/review requirements of HB 148 would result in the need for two Permanent Full-Time Registered Nurses at an estimated annual cost of approximately $120,000.  Therefore, the net effect is $0.
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