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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to professional development for middle school mathematics teachers

SPONSOR
Senator Vernie McGaHa

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
           X    Impact
               No Impact
   X    Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
           X       State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Postsecondary Education, Department of Education

Fund(s) Impact:
          X      General
                Road
               Federal


                     Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

Indeterminable
Indeterminable


Net Effect

Indeterminable
Indeterminable


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

Creates the Middle School Mathematics Professional Development Fund, administered by the Department of Education, to provide moneys to teachers of middle school mathematics for tuition reimbursements and stipends for approved university and college courses, approved professional development activities, and preparation for certification by the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards; creates the Center for Middle School Mathematics Achievement, based at a public university, to improve the content knowledge and instructional practice of middle school mathematics teachers through the coordination of professional development programs, the provision of technical assistance to schools and teachers, and the collection and dissemination of information and research

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Section 1. - Provides definitions utilized in the legislation.

Section 2. - Creates the Middle School Mathematics Professional Development Fund to be administered by the Department of Education to provide moneys to teachers of middle school mathematics for tuition reimbursements and stipends for approved university and college courses and approved professional development activities.

Provides that the Education Professional Standards Board shall determine the college and university courses for which teachers may receive reimbursement from the Fund.  Establishes criteria by which the Standards Board should use in selecting  Professional Development Programs for which teachers may receive support from the Fund.

Section 3. - Creates the Center for Middle School Mathematics Achievement, based at a public university, to improve the content knowledge and instructional practice of middle school mathematics teachers through the coordination of professional development programs, the provision of technical assistance to schools and teachers, and the collection and dissemination of information and research.  

Establishes the duties and responsibilities of the Center for Middle School Mathematics.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The actual fiscal impact of SB 77/HCS is indeterminable due to the lack of information relating to the actual number of teachers who would avail themselves of the provisions of the legislation; the funding level that may be provided to the Fund for reimbursement, stipends, etc; and actual certification levels of teachers.  However, the following costs are estimated for illustration of various elements of SB 77/HCS.

Pursuant to information provided by the Education Professional Standards Board, in FY 1998-99 there were 1,400 teachers identified as teaching a math course for 6, 7, or 8th grades; of those 1,400, 675 held a K-8 or 1-8 certificate.  Therefore, these 675 teachers are most likely to be candidates for professional development in middle school mathematics and eligible for the provisions of SB 77/HCS. 

Pursuant to information provided by the Council on Postsecondary Education and data relating of other Centers comparable to the requirements relating to the Center for Middle School Mathematics Achievement, it is estimated the cost to staff and operate the Center is approximately $300,000 per year.  This estimate includes provisions for one permanent full-time and one part-time position at a total cost of $100,000 per year.  Operating costs such as rent, utilities and technology are estimated to cost $200,000 each year.

The average cost of an hour of public postsecondary undergraduate instruction is $100 per credit hour.  In the event one-half of the teachers identified above enrolled in one three hour course and requested reimbursement from the Fund, the cost would be approximately $101,000 (675 SYMBOL 184 \f "Symbol" 2 *$300).
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