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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to electricians and electrical work.

SPONSOR
Senator Elizabeth Tori

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
        X       Impact
               No Impact
         Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
           X       State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact


Fund(s) Impact:
              General
                Road
               Federal


    X         Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

$615,000
$615,000


Net Effect

$615,000
$615,000


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Senate Bill 61 requires anyone who holds himself or herself out as an electrical contractor or master electrician to be licensed; prohibits anyone who is not licensed from engaging in the activities usually performed by a master electrician or an electrical contractor; permits a local licensing program in existence on the effective date of this Act to become an agent of the Department for the purposes of issuing and renewing licenses; exempts installations under the exclusive control of electric utilities; exempts maintenance workers or maintenance engineers performing routine maintenance of electrical systems; exempts farmers, homeowners, or property owners installing or repairing electrical wiring on their own property; creates the Kentucky Electrical Advisory Committee.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Senate Bill 61 establishes KRS Chapter 227A and creates new sections thereof to require anyone who holds himself or herself out as an electrical contractor or master electrician to be licensed; prohibit anyone who is not licensed from engaging in the activities usually performed by a master electrician or an electrical contractor; permit a local licensing program in existence on the effective date of this Act to become an agent of the Department for the purposes of issuing and renewing licenses; exempt installations under the exclusive control of electric utilities; exempt maintenance workers or maintenance engineers performing routine maintenance of electrical systems; exempt farmers, homeowners, or property owners installing or repairing electrical wiring on their own property; create the Kentucky Electrical Advisory Committee and establish its term, membership, and compensation; establish the duties of the Department; require that all moneys of the Department be placed in a revolving fund with no moneys reverting to the General Fund; permit a local licensing program acting as a state agency to retain the fees for the licenses the program issues; establish eligibility requirements for an electrical contractor to include payment of fees, passing national examination, and proof of having complied with workers' compensation laws, unemployment insurance laws, and liability insurance requirement; establish eligibility requirements for master electrician to include payment of fees and passing examination; permit the Department to license those who have credentials from another jurisdiction that is substantially equal to the requirements for licensing in the commonwealth; permit licensing prior to January 15, 2001, for those who are currently licensed by a locality in this state by virtue of having passed an examination, who are licensed in another jurisdiction with substantially equal requirements as Kentucky's or two years of verifiable experience in the licensing sought; establish procedures by which a license is renewed and reinstated; set out the grounds by which a license may be revoked; permit an aggrieved party to bring an action against the Department in the Circuit Court where the party resides; establish penalties; require a master electrician who ceases to be associated with a firm and is the representative by which the electrical contractor qualifies to immediately report his or her disassociation with the contractor to the Department; require the business relying upon the licensee's license to employ a license person or cease to operate. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The Department currently has an existing electrical certification and inspection program with an approximate annual budget of $320,000.  The requirements of SB 61 will require an additional 6 to 7 new personnel along with necessary operating costs.  The cost is estimated to be approximately $615,000 for a total program cost of approximately $935,000.  Restricted Funds to support the requirements of SB 61 will be derived from fees for examinations and licensing of contractors set by the Department at a level to support the program.  No General Fund dollars are required.
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