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SUBJECT/TITLE
Electrical services; licensing

SPONSOR
Sen. David Boswell

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Fiscal courts and other local governments and officials licensing electricians

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill requires, effective July 1, 2001, any person who engages in electrical work or electrical contracting to hold an effective license or be a registered apprentice electrician; exempt from licensing requirement full-time maintenance worker; person making installations exempt by KRS 227.460; unlicensed nonresident journeyman electrician in temporary, emergency, or industrial shutdown situations; and owner, tenant, or farmer installing or repairing wiring at his or her own residence; provides that  existing electrical licensing programs established by local ordinances prior to the effective date of the act can continue as local licensing programs; defines terms; requires the Department of Housing, Buildings and Grounds to select and approve an examinations for state licensure, and until July 1, 2001, for local licensure; permits an applicant for a journeyman license to obtain an equivalent industry certificate in lieu of passing an examination; requires the department or an authorized local licensing program to issue a state photo ID license; requires that the fees for state licenses issued by the authorized local licensing program be retained by the local government and be used solely for administrating KRS 227.450 to 227.500; effective July 1, 2002, requires as a condition for license renewal the completion of at least six hours of continuing education; requires the department to promulgate administrative regulations establishing the content of continuing education classes and the procedures by which a educational provider is approved; requires the department to promulgate administrative regulations establishing initial licensing fees not to exceed $50 for journeyman electricians and $150 for master electricians or electrical contractors; effective July 1, 2001, permits anyone holding an examination certificate issued by a locality or the state to apply for a state license to be effective throughout the state; permits local licensing programs to operate until July 1, 2001; after that time permit local programs to become state agents; establishes procedures for the renewal of licenses; requires the department to substitute verifiable experience for the license or state examination certificate; establishes grounds by which a licensee may be disciplined; establishes that persons who practice without a license be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor; requires as a condition of the contractor doing business in the state proof of workers' compensation insurance and general liability insurance ; requires that a person licensed under KRS 227.450 to 227.500 carry a photo ID license card when he or she is working; require that a vehicle used for transporting materials or equipment be clearly marked with the license number and the company name.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of the bill is indeterminable, but ought to be minimal. The provisions of this bill as they relate to county/city licensing programs are similar to those of a bill introduced in the 1998 General Session and the impact/mandate statement is likewise similar. Although a complete list of affected governments is unavailable, a partial list would include the cities of Louisville, Bowling Green, Owensboro, Ashland, and Georgetown, and Jefferson County, Fayette County, and the Northern Kentucky area. Most of the jurisdictions have departments that specialize in inspection and licensing.  These departments are almost totally self-supporting through license and permit fees.  If these departments conform to the requirements established in KRS 227.450 to 227.500 (Regulation of Electricians) and related administrative regulations then the provisions of the bill should have no significant effect on them.

There may be some cost attached to becoming/remaining an authorized city or county. The state will develop new/additional tests and these are to be used by authorized county licensing programs.   There may also be other program adjustments required for local programs to come into full conformity with the provisions of this bill. Although some undetermined program changes may be necessary for some local governments currently licensing electricians to remain "authorized", these changes should be minimal.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Vida Murray (LRC); Joe Pinczewski-Lee (LRC); Department of Housing, Building, and Construction; Department of Local Government; Louisville Department of Inspections, and Permits; Jefferson County Code Enforcement Department; Fayette County Division of Building Inspection; Bowling Green Department of Housing and Community Development; Owensboro Office of the Electrical Inspector; Northern Kentucky Electrical Authority.
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