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A RESOLUTION urging the Governor to support the recruitment of a National Basketball Association franchise to Kentucky by supporting construction of a new sports arena.

WHEREAS, Kentuckians have not seen a professional basketball team in the Commonwealth since the Kentucky Colonels and the demise of the American Basketball Association in 1976; and

WHEREAS, Kentuckians are known nationwide for their "basketball mania" and the Commonwealth is recognized as a sports state with enthusiastic spectators and superb athletes; and

WHEREAS, the National Basketball Association franchises have fared well in smaller-sized markets like Louisville; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth has successfully produced sporting events, including the Men's Professional Golf Association Championship at Valhalla and the Breeders' Cup at Churchill Downs; and

WHEREAS, the benefits of a downtown arena to accommodate a professional team would attract 1.6 million people to the area yearly, advancing tourism and economic development in the region; and

WHEREAS, the entire state would benefit by an increase in entertainment dollars spent by out-of-state tourists, not only through attendance at professional basketball games, but also through dining at area restaurants, staying in Kentucky hotels and motels, and visiting the Louisville Slugger Museum, the Muhammad Ali Center, Kentucky Center for the Arts, and other Kentucky attractions and shopping opportunities;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body urges the Governor to support the effort to attract a National Basketball Association franchise by offering a financial incentive package that, along with sponsorship from corporate citizens, capital investment from corporate investors, involvement by enthusiastic citizens, and support from governments in the greater Louisville area, shall bring about a new sports arena seating more than 20,000 fans.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Governor Paul E. Patton, 700 Capitol Avenue, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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