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A JOINT RESOLUTION to review the educational programs in correctional institutions and make recommendations relating to the improvement and expansion of the programs.

WHEREAS, according to national data, prisoners generally have significantly lower literacy skills than the general population, but those who improve their skills return to prison less often; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's capacity to raise the state's per capita income, improve the quality of life of its population, and develop a competitive economy, depends fundamentally on the state's ability to increase the adult population's education attainment; and  

WHEREAS, forty percent (40%) to forty-five percent (45%) of the population of Kentucky's correctional institutions have less than a high school education; and

WHEREAS, testimony before the Task Force on Adult Education indicated that more educational programs and more instructors, including those trained to teach persons with learning disabilities, are needed in the correctional institutions though expansion is often limited by the availability of space and financial resources; and

WHEREAS, it is critical that Kentucky address the issue of raising the level of education for every Kentucky citizen;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Secretary of the Justice Cabinet is directed to convene a study group to include, but not be limited to, the President of the Kentucky Community and Technical College System, the Commissioner of the Department of Corrections, and the Commissioner of the Department of Adult Education and Literacy, or their designees, to make recommendations that will improve and expand the educational programs for incarcerated adults.

Section 2.   The Secretary of the Justice Cabinet shall make periodic reports on the progress of the study group and make final recommendations by September 1, 2001, to the Interim Committee on Appropriations and Revenue, the Interim Committee on Education, and the Interim Committee on Judiciary.
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