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A JOINT RESOLUTION promoting state government energy conservation and recycling programs.

WHEREAS, Kentucky state government spends over $53,000,000 in energy costs; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Energy of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet conservatively estimates that the state energy conservation program can save up to twenty-five percent or $13,250,000; and

WHEREAS, higher cost building improvements can be funded through guaranteed energy savings performance contracting with private sector expertise and financing paid from the energy savings, but this program has not been fully implemented; and

WHEREAS, to fully implement the Energy Efficiency Program for State Government Buildings that the Kentucky General Assembly initiated by passing legislation during the 1996 and 1998 Sessions, additional staffing and funding authorization, rather than appropriations, are needed by the Department for Facilities Management to fully implement the program and do performance contracting for major building improvements; and

WHEREAS, the state is currently positioned to join the United States Environmental Protection Agency's Energy Star Building Program to gain federal benefits to assist in efforts to achieve more energy efficiency; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly currently spends $105,000 per year on lighting costs alone in the east wing of the Capitol Annex; and

WHEREAS, with the implementation of low-cost or no-cost measures such as turning out the lights from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. every day and other measures, the General Assembly can make a fifty-three percent reduction in energy usage, saving $56,000 per year; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky state government currently has a comprehensive paper recycling program administered by the Division of Waste Management; and

WHEREAS, this program collected and recycled over 5,500,000 pounds of office paper in 1998; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly used 48,000 reams of office paper in 1998, 24,000 of that during the 1998 session, which is the equivalent of 260,000 pounds of office paper;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the Governor and the General Assembly are urged to fully implement the Energy Efficiency Program for State Government Buildings that was passed in 1996 and strengthened in 1998.

Section 2.   That the state is urged to participate in and join the United States Environmental Protection Agency's Energy Star Building Program to gain federal benefits.

Section 3.   That the Finance Cabinet shall have an energy audit prepared for the space occupied by the legislative branch in the Capitol and Annex and develop a set of recommendations for energy-saving measures that could be taken in these areas that would constitute a low-cost or no-cost energy conservation program and submit these recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for their consideration.

Section 4.   That the Legislative Research Commission shall improve energy awareness by advising staff of office practices that will save energy. The Commission shall also review its purchasing policies in order to assure consideration of energy efficiency, use of recycled materials, and recyclability of the materials it purchases.

Section 5.   That the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission shall fully implement and participate in the state recycling program, particularly during legislative sessions.
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