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AN ACT relating to psychologists.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 319 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person currently authorized to use the title "psychological associate" that certifies to the board five (5) years of practice supervised by a licensed psychologist as of January 1, 2001, shall be granted the title "licensed psychological practitioner" by the board and may practice psychology without supervision in the Commonwealth.
(2)
(a)
If the psychological associate does not meet the supervised practice requirement as of January 1, 2001, that person shall continue to be called a psychological associate until the five (5) year supervised practice requirement is met.

(b)
Upon certification of the completion of the practice requirement to the board, the title "licensed psychological practitioner" shall be granted and the person may practice psychology without supervision in the Commonwealth.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 319 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
For an individual with a master's degree in psychology, the board shall issue a license as a "licensed psychological practitioner" to any applicant who:

(a)
Pays a fee not to exceed three hundred dollars ($300);

(b)
Has received a master's degree in psychology acceptable to the board from a regionally accredited educational institution or from an educational institution outside the United States, if the educational institution would otherwise be accredited by a regional accrediting body if located in the United States;

(c)
Has achieved a minimum score on the board approved examination equal to passage of seventy percent (70%) or more of the test items, as promulgated by administrative regulation; and

(d)
Completes five (5) years of approved supervised practice under a licensed psychologist.

(2)
For an individual with a master's degree in psychology, the board shall issue a certificate as a "psychological associate" to any applicant who:

(a)
Meets the requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of this section; and
(b)
Has achieved a score on the board approved examination equal to passage of sixty percent (60%) of the test items, as promulgated by administrative regulation.

(3)
Individuals who do not achieve the minimum score required for licensed psychological practitioners may retake the examination no more than three (3) times.

(4)
Licensed psychological practitioners may practice psychology without supervision in the Commonwealth and shall not represent themselves as licensed psychologists.

(5)
Psychological associates may perform certain functions within the practice of psychology only under the supervision of a licensed psychologist approved by the board and shall not represent themselves as licensed or certified psychologists or as licensed psychological practitioners.

(6)
Licensed psychological practitioners and psychological associates shall not supervise certified psychologists or psychological associates.
Section 3.   KRS 319.056 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person currently authorized to use the title "certified psychologist with autonomous functioning" may continue to function without supervision in the area specified on the certificate, unless the board revokes his certificate pursuant to KRS 319.082.

(2)
A certified psychologist who has been granted autonomous functioning may function without supervision in areas in which he is certified. He shall not supervise certified psychologists or psychological associates.

(3)
(a)
A person currently authorized to use the title "certified psychologist" that certifies to the board five (5) years of practice supervised by a licensed psychologist as of January 1, 2001, shall be granted the title "licensed psychological practitioner" by the board and may practice psychology without supervision in the Commonwealth.

(b)
A person currently authorized to use the title "certified psychologist" that does not meet the supervised practice requirement as of January 1, 2001, shall continue to be called "certified psychologist" until the five (5) year supervised practice requirement is met. Upon certification to the board, the title "licensed psychological practitioner" shall be granted and the person may practice psychology without supervision in the Commonwealth[may continue to function under the supervision of a licensed psychologist in the area specified on the certificate, unless the board revokes his certificate pursuant to KRS 319.082].

(4)
A certified psychologist or licensed psychological practitioner[may perform certain functions within the practice of psychology only under the supervision of a licensed psychologist approved by the board, and] shall not employ or supervise other certified psychologists, psychological practitioners, or psychological associates.

Section 4.   Effective January 1, 2001, the following KRS section is repealed:

319.064   Psychological associate.

Section 5.   Section 2 of this Act takes effect January 1, 2001.
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