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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
x
City;
x
County;
x
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 May affect local health departments

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
 
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 152 requires long-term care facilities, adult day centers, adult day health services and assisted living residences to provide or arrange for immunizations against pneumococcal and influenza for residents, participants and employees.  It requires the Department for Public Health to provide educational literature to the affected facilities and to provide vaccines, supplies and staff necessary to immunize facility residents and employees.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 152 is indeterminable.  Local health departments could be affected because they probably will be called upon to implement provisions in the measure.  The impact on city and county governments should be minimal because they do not operate the types of facilities specified in the measure.  If there is local health department involvement, state funding should be available to cover any costs, or health departments can bill Medicare or Medicaid or perhaps assess a charge for the service.

Various sources say BR 152 should help fill some gaps that may exist currently by assuring that a vulnerable segment of the population is vaccinated against pneumonia and influenza.  While these types of vaccines are generally ordered by physicians at nursing homes, the vaccines may not be readily available for the elderly attending adult day care centers or assisted living centers.  According to the National Coalition for Adult Immunization, pneumonia and influenza together are the fifth leading cause of death in the nation for older adults.

If health departments are called on to administer requirements in the measure, then that would be in line with local health department efforts to stress disease prevention in their local communities.  According to Debbie Acker, president of the Kentucky Health Department Association, many health departments in the state are already doing some of the activities required in BR 152.  But she noted that health departments should be reimbursed in some manner or have the ability to bill Medicare or Medicaid.
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