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NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
       X       Impact
               No Impact
         Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
                  State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Cabinet for Families and Children

Fund(s) Impact:
    X          General
                Road
               Federal


                     Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

minimum: $100,000
minimum: $50,000


Net Effect

minimum: $100,000
minimum: $50,000


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE: HB 546 provides the procedures for a person to legally relinquish physical custody of an infant less than 30 days old, for the person to remain anonymous, and for court proceedings and hearings to be completed within 90 days, resulting in immediately availability for adoption of the infant.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 546 amends KRS 211.9531 to require the Emergency Medical Services Program for Children to collaborate with the Cabinet for Families and Children and requires guidelines for responding to abandoned infants and include preserving the confidentiality of the parent, and define "infant" as less than thirty (30) days old; creates new section of KRS Chapter 211 to specify that emergency medical services provider has implied consent for treatment; creates new section of KRS Chapter 216B to require emergency rooms to accept newborns anonymously and perform all necessary medical care, contact Cabinet for Families and Children, and make voluntary information available to person leaving the infant; creates new section of KRS Chapter 405 to permit parent to anonymously place newborn with emergency medical services or hospital and provide affirmative defense to prosecution; creates new section of KRS Chapter 620 to require cabinet to seek emergency custody of abandoned infant, permit the emergency custody order to remain in effect until final disposition, prohibit child abuse or neglect investigation when infant is placed in manner described, require placement in a home willing to adopt the infant, require thirty (30) day placement period before final disposition, require petition and court appointment of warning order attorney and guardian ad litem, require attorney reports within fifty (50) days, require final disposition within ninety (90) days of placement, specify procedures when a parent makes a claim to the infant and require the cabinet to provide information and medical history forms and produce a media campaign; appropriates $100,000 for FY 2000-2001 and $50,000 for FY 2001-2002; EMERGENCY. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

Cabinet for Families and Children (CFC):  $100,000 in FY 2000-2001 and $50,000 in FY 2001-2002.

The  fiscal impact on the Cabinet for Families and Children (CFC) falls into three areas:

1.  Administration:  The additional duties required would include the legal process to terminate the parental rights (TPR), promulgation of administrative regulations, and providing forms for the person accepting the child and the parent leaving the child.  The fiscal impact should be minimal.

2.  Out of Home Care:  Under current law, approximately 2 to 4 children are abandoned each year.  It is not known how many children would be left if there was a legal process.  Procedures are provided to permit CFC to immediately begin placing the child.  This could decrease the amount of time the child would be in out of home care.  If a child was in foster care 6 months prior to adoption, the fiscal impact would be approximately $2,400 per child ($4,800 for 12 months).  The fiscal impact for 10 children for 6 months in foster care ($24,000) would produce a minimal impact.  Due to an unknown number of children the fiscal impact would be indeterminable, but minimal.

3.  Media Campaign:  CFC is required to produce and distribute a media campaign.  The fiscal impact should be no greater than $100,000 in FY 2000-2001, including initial costs, and $50,000 in FY 2001-2002.

Cabinet for Health Services:  No fiscal impact.

Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC):  Minimal fiscal impact.

The number of adoption proceedings in circuit court and emergency custody hearings in district court may increase slightly.  The fiscal impact is estimated as minimal.

Therefore, the fiscal impact of HB 546 is a minimum of $100,000 in FY 2000-2001 and $50,000 in FY 2001-2002, plus the minimal costs that would be incurred by CFC for administration and out of home care and by AOC for proceedings and hearings.
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