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AN ACT relating to electrical services.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 227.450 TO 227.500 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Effective July 1, 2001, any person who engages in electrical work or electrical contracting or works as a master electrician or electrical contractor shall:
(a)
Hold a valid and effective electrical contractor's license issued by the department under the provisions of KRS 227.450 to 227.500;
(b)
Hold a valid and effective master electrician's license issued by the department under the provisions of KRS 227.450 to 227.500;

(c)
Hold a valid and effective journeyman electrician's license issued by the department under the provisions of KRS 227.450 to 227.500; or
(d)
Be an apprentice electrician who works under the direct supervision of a licensed contractor, master electrician, or journeyman electrician.

(2)
Nothing in KRS 227.450 to 227.500 shall be construed to require a license of a full-time maintenance worker or maintenance engineer performing routine electrical work in conjunction with his or her employment, or a person performing electrical work at a surface or underground coal mine or at a coal preparation plant.

(3)
Nothing in subsection (1) of this section shall be construed to require persons making installations exempt by KRS 227.460 to be licensed or to work for a licensed person.

(4)
Nothing in KRS 227.450 to 227.500 shall preclude the use of unlicensed nonresident journeyman electricians in temporary, emergency, or industrial shutdown situations. These unlicensed, nonresident, journeyman electricians shall apply for a journeyman electrician's license or a master electrician's license after they are employed and engaged in electrical work in the Commonwealth of Kentucky for a period of thirty (30) days. The license shall be obtained by the temporary, unlicensed, nonresident journeyman electrician within ninety (90) days of securing employment.

(5)
Nothing in KRS 227.450 to 227.500 shall apply to an owner, or a farmer installing or repairing electrical wiring on his or her farm premises or personal residence.

(6)
It is the expressed intent of the Kentucky General Assembly that existing local electrical licensing programs established by local ordinances prior to the effective date of this Act shall be able to continue as authorized local licensing programs, if the programs conform to the requirements established in KRS 227.450 to 227.500 and the administrative regulations promulgated by the department in accordance with those sections.

(7)
Nothing in KRS 227.450 to 227.500 shall apply to installations by a retailer or its agent of a consumer product purchased at retail.

Section 2.   KRS 227.450 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 227.450 to 227.500 unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)
"Electrical contractor" means any individual, partnership or corporation that engages in, offers to engage in, advertises, or otherwise represents that he or she is qualified to engage in the designing, planning, installing, and contracting of, or assumes responsible charge for the installation, alteration, or repair of any electrical wiring used for the purpose of furnishing heat, light, or power as specified under the National Electrical Code, and who employs others to engage in these practices. At least one (1) of these employees shall be a master electrician in the contractor's full-time employ if the contractor has not passed an electrical contractor's examination or is not licensed under Section 6 of this Act[ the business of or employs others for the construction, alteration or repair of any electrical wiring used for the purpose of furnishing heat, light or power];

(2)
"Electrician" means any person who is employed by an electrical contractor and who engages in the work of a master electrician or a journeyman electrician, or is engaged in the construction, alteration, or repair of any electrical wiring used for the purpose of furnishing heat, light, or power;

(3)
"Electrical" pertains to the installation, alteration, or repair of wires and conduits associated with low voltage electrical systems of less than six hundred (600) volts used for the purpose of transmitting electricity, and the installation of fixtures and equipment in connection therewith, within the property lines of any given property. This definition shall exclude any low voltage wiring and conduits associated with the metering, protection, or control of high voltage equipment and line work consisting of poles and towers, including wires or cables and other apparatus supported therefrom;

(4)
"Electrical inspector" means any person certified by the commissioner of housing, buildings and construction pursuant to KRS 227.489 who, for compensation, inspects the construction and installation of electrical conductors, fittings, devices and fixtures for light, heat or power service equipment to ascertain the compliance with the National Electrical Code incorporated in the Uniform State Building Code promulgated pursuant to KRS 198B.050 or the standards of safety of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;[ and]
(5)
"Department" means the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction;
(6)
"Apprentice electrician" means a person who is in the process of learning the trade of electrical work, who assists and is under the personal supervision of a licensed master electrician or journeyman electrician;

(7)
"Authorized local licensing program" means any city, county, or urban-county government electrician and electrical contractor licensing program complying with Section 4 of this Act established by local ordinance for the purpose of qualifying electrical workers prior to July 15, 2000, or any other electrician or electrical contractor licensing program meeting the requirements of KRS 227.450 to 227.500;

(8)
"Journeyman electrician" means a person licensed to engage in electrical work under the supervision of a master electrician or electrical contractor and to assume supervision of and responsibility for apprentice electricians engaged in electrical work;

(9)
"Master electrician" means a person licensed to engage in electrical work and to assume supervision and responsibility for journeyman and apprentice electricians engaged in electrical work;

(10)
"Maintenance person or maintenance engineer" means a person who is a regular, bona fide, full-time employee or agent of a property owner, property lessor, property management company, or firm that is not in the electrical business but has jurisdiction of the property where the routine maintenance of electrical systems is being performed; and 

(11)
"Routine maintenance of electrical systems" means the routine and periodic servicing of electrical systems, including cleaning, inspecting, and making adjustments to insure the proper operation, and the removal or replacement of component parts. "Routine maintenance of electrical systems" does not include the installation of complete electrical systems.
Section 3.   KRS 227.4901 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction, with advice from the Electrical Advisory Committee, shall select and approve examinations[an examination] to be used in determining the competency of electricians and electrical contractors for state[local] licensure, and until July 1, 2001, for local licensure. The examination selected and approved shall be a state or nationally recognized examination, that[ which] has been determined through proper validation techniques to measure successfully an individual's competency to perform the applicable electrical[ contracting] work. Prior to July 1, 2001, an applicant for a journeyman license may obtain an equivalent industry certificate in lieu of the examination.
(2)
Except as provided in subsection (1) of this section, a person who desires to be a journeyman electrician, a master electrician, or an electrical contractor shall take and pass an examination that corresponds with the level of licensure for which the person applies. In addition, an electrical contractor shall take and pass a business and law examination approved by the department. Any person[An electrical contractor] who achieves a passing score on the appropriate, approved[ electrical contractor] examination administered through[by] the department, upon application and the payment of the requisite fees, shall be issued the corresponding[an electrical contractor] examination certificate.[ This certificate shall be accepted by any city or county requiring an electrical contractor license, as evidence of satisfactory completion of the electrical contractor examination requirement contained in KRS 227.490.]
(3)
A journeyman electrician, master electrician, or an electrical contractor who is licensed by a city,[ or] county, or other state and has successfully passed the respective[an electrical contractor] examination at that[the local] level, or prior to July 1, 2001, a journeyman electrician who has been issued an equivalent industry certificate in lieu of taking the examination, may apply to the department for an appropriate electrician's examination certificate or electrical contractor examination certificate. If the examination taken was the department-approved examination, the department shall issue a certificate upon verification of a passing score and the payment of the certificate fee. If the examination taken was not the department-approved examination, the department shall evaluate the examination taken and shall issue a certificate only if the department determines[a determination is made] that the examination taken is substantially equivalent to the department-approved examination.

(4)
The department shall offer or may contract with recognized testing agencies to administer the examinations at frequent and regular intervals throughout[electrical contractor examination on a regularly scheduled basis in Frankfort. The department shall also offer the examination in other parts of] the state[ a minimum of two (2) times per year]. The costs of the examination shall not exceed the fee charged by the testing service.
(5)
The department shall maintain records of[collect and compile reports on] disciplinary actions against licensed journeymen electricians, master electricians, and electrical contractors submitted by cities and counties. The department shall notify local building officials and electrical inspectors of any suspension or revocation of a state license[publish a quarterly report of these actions and transmit a copy to each city or county that licenses electrical contractors. The department shall also make this information available to cities or counties upon request].

(6)
The department shall[may] promulgate reasonable administrative regulations necessary for the administration and enforcement of KRS 227.450 to 227.500[this section], including the establishment of reasonable fees. The regulations shall provide for the employment and training of apprentices and shall include provisions for safeguarding their welfare. The regulations shall provide for the recognition of any apprentice who is a part of a program registered with the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training, United States Department of Labor, or any state apprenticeship agency recognized by the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training, United States Department of Labor.
(7)
Effective July 1, 2001, upon proof that the applicant meets the requirements of Section 9 of this Act and has passed the examination, where applicable, the department or an authorized local licensing program approved by the department shall issue a state photo ID license. All registered apprentices shall be issued a registration card by the Kentucky Labor Cabinet. All other apprentices shall be issued a registration card by the department. The fees for state licenses issued by the authorized local licensing programs under KRS 227.450 to 227.500 shall be retained by the local government and shall be used solely for the administration and enforcement of KRS 227.450 to 227.500 and other laws governing the enforcement of the National Electrical Code.

Section 4.   KRS 227.490 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Effective July 1, 2001, in order to engage in electrical work or electrical contracting, a person shall hold a state license issued by either the department or by an authorized local licensing program approved by the department. The department shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing licensing requirements for electrical contractors and journeyman and master electricians, which shall include, but not be limited to:

(a)
Satisfactory completion of a department-approved examination for electricians or electrical contractors;
(b)
Proof of four (4) years of prior electrical trade experience or a combination of two (2) years of prior electrical trade experience and two (2) years of classroom training approved by the department before taking the examination to obtain a journeyman electrician's license;
(c)
Proof of two (2) years of journeymen experience to obtain a master electrician's license;
(d)
The subject areas to be tested and the process by which a license may be issued, renewed, or reinstated;
(e)
Procedures for allowing licenses to be placed in an inactive state for a reasonable period of time;
(f)
Provisions for exempting the installation of certain specialized equipment at on-site disconnects; and
(g)
The method and process by which local governments may administer and enforce KRS 227.450 to 227.500 if the locality seeks to administer the state program within its boundaries as an agent of the department.
(2)
Beginning on July 1, 2002, as a condition for license renewal, each licensee shall have completed a minimum of six (6) hours of continuing education by an approved provider approved by the Commonwealth of Kentucky Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction; or some other provider of instruction approved by the department. The department shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing the content of the continuing education classes and the procedures by which a provider shall be approved.
(3)
The department shall promulgate administrative regulations setting out initial licensing fees, which shall vary depending on the type of license held. The initial licensing fee shall not exceed fifty dollars ($50) for journeyman electricians and one hundred fifty dollars ($150) for master electricians or electrical contractors. All fees and fines paid to the department shall be deposited in a trust and agency account in the State Treasury and shall not revert to the general fund. The funds shall be used solely for the administration and enforcement of KRS 227.450 to 227.500 and related electrical code enforcement.

(4)
Effective July 1, 2001, anyone holding a currently valid license as a journeyman electrician, a master electrician, or an electrical contractor issued by a city or county in the Commonwealth, or holding an examination certificate issued by the state may apply to be licensed at the state level by submitting an application, paying the required initial fee, and having his or her existing license or certificate converted to a state license or by obtaining a new state license from the department or from an authorized local licensing program. The applicants shall be licensed after submitting the appropriate examination certificate or verification of licensure, and meeting the requirements of Section 9 of this Act, if applicable. The state license shall entitle the holder to do business anywhere in the state without further licensing requirements, except for those requirements relating to local occupational taxes.

(5)
From the effective date of this Act until July 1, 2001, a city or county may require all electrical contractors and electricians, except those possessing a currently[current] valid license from that city or county, to be examined by an examining board before being issued a license to engage in their occupation. An electrician desiring to become a contractor may apply for an examination to the examining board. A city or county may require all electrical contractors and electricians to conform to reasonable standards prior to engaging in their occupation within the jurisdiction of the city or county.

(6)
The standards established by the city or county shall include passing an appropriate, department-approved examination.
(7)[(2)]
A city or county that requires the examination of electrical contractors or electricians for licensure[,] shall administer the appropriate level of[electrical contractor] examination selected and approved by the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction as required in KRS 227.4901.

(8)[(3)]
A city or county that requires the examination of electricians or electrical contractors for licensure[,] shall accept the appropriate journeyman electrician, master electrician, or[an] electrical contractor examination certificate as evidence that an applicant for a journeyman electrician's, master electrician's, or[an] electrical contractor's[contractor] license has successfully met the examination requirement of subsection (5)[(1)] of this section.

(9)[(4)]
(a)
The examining board shall be composed of seven (7) members appointed by the city or the county and in[ such] instances as where the provisions of KRS 227.450 to 227.500 are accomplished jointly as provided for in KRS 227.470, the appointment shall be by joint resolution of the governing body of each local government that[which] is a party to the cooperative agreement. The cooperative agreement shall conform to the provisions of KRS Chapter 65. The board shall consist of two (2) fire department officials, two (2) consulting electrical engineers or architects, two (2) electrical contractors, and one (1) utility company official. No appointee shall serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. A term shall be three (3) years.

(b)
If the provisions of KRS 227.470(2) apply, appointment of the members of the examining board shall be by the fiscal courts of the participating counties, provided that each county will name a fire department official from its[their] respective counties and an electrical contractor from its[their] respective counties. If[In the event that] there are more than two (2) counties who have authorized a cooperative agreement pursuant to KRS 227.470(2), the examining board shall be increased from seven (7) to nine (9) members if three (3) counties participate, to eleven (11) members if four (4) counties participate, and will continue to increase by two (2) members for each additional county that participates. The additional two (2) members for each county shall be a fire department official and an electrical contractor from each respective county.

(10)[(5)]
The members of the examining board shall serve without salary.

(11)[(6)]
In order to administer KRS 227.450 to 227.500, the board may issue, renew, suspend, and revoke licenses; conduct and make regulations for conducting examinations of applicants; and govern the method and time of making application for examination and the time within which applicant shall be examined after application has been filed. It may promulgate[adopt] any other reasonable administrative regulations to administer KRS 227.450 to 227.500.

(12)[(7)]
Electrical contractors, master electricians, and journeyman electricians shall[may] be required to pay a reasonable fee before issuance or renewal of a license to them.

(13)[(8)]
A city or county shall report to the department within thirty (30) days of the action taken, any suspension, revocation, or any other disciplinary action taken against any licensed electrician or[a] licensed electrical contractor. The city or county shall also provide any other information on disciplinary actions requested by the department.

(14)
Subsections (5) to (13) of this section shall expire, effective July 1, 2001, at which time all licensing shall be performed by the department, except that authorized local electrical licensing programs may act as agents for the state for the purpose of administering the licensing program established in KRS 227.450 to 227.500 and may maintain the fees in accordance with administrative regulations promulgated by the department. No city or county shall require additional electrical licensing except as provided under KRS 227.450 to 227.500.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 227.450 TO 227.500 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Every master and journeyman electrician's and electrical contractor's license issued by the department or the authorized local licensing program shall expire twelve (12) months following the date of issuance unless it is earlier suspended, canceled, or revoked.

(2)
The department shall promulgate administrative regulations setting out annual renewal fees, which shall vary depending on the type of license held. The annual license renewal fee shall not exceed twenty-five dollars ($25) for journeyman electricians and one hundred dollars ($100) for master electricians and contractors and shall not exceed the department's administrative cost of administering and enforcing KRS 227.450 to 227.500.
(3)
Any master electrician, journeyman electrician, or electrical contractor who fails to renew a license on or before its expiration date may have the license reinstated upon payment of the prescribed license renewal fee set out in subsection (2) of this section and the required initial license fee as set out in subsection (3) of Section 4 of this Act, if the licensee does so by within thirty (30) days of the expiration date.

(4)
If a license is not reinstated within ninety (90) days from its expiration date, the former license holder shall reapply for licensure and meet all requirements set out in subsections (1) and (2) of Section 4 of this Act, including taking or retaking the required examination if it has been more than two (2) years since the license has expired.

SECTION 6.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 227.450 TO 227.500 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
For applications filed prior to December 31, 2001, by persons who do not qualify for licensure as set forth in subsection (4) of Section 4 of this Act by having previously obtained a valid local license or state examination certificate, the department shall approve contractors and electricians for licensure based on experience, in lieu of the examination certificate, upon proper documentation that the applicant has been actively engaged and lawfully established in the electrical trade, as follows:

(a)
For an applicant to be licensed as an electrical contractor, verifiable current experience as an electrical contractor prior to July 1, 2000, until the date of application;
(b)
For an applicant to be licensed as a master electrician, a minimum of four (4) years of verifiable experience as an electrician under the supervision of a licensed or otherwise lawfully established electrical contractor and two (2) years of verifiable experience as a master electrician supervising electricians for a lawfully established electrical contractor; and

(c)
For an applicant to be licensed as a journeyman electrician, a minimum of four (4) years of verifiable experience as an electrician under the supervision of a licensed or otherwise lawfully established electrical contractor or a combination of two (2) years of verifiable experience as an electrician under the supervision of a licensed or otherwise lawfully established electrical contractor and two (2) years of verifiable classroom training approved by the department.
(2)
Beginning July 1, 2001, there shall be no licensing of electricians or electrical contractors other than the issuance of state licenses, except as allowed under administrative regulations promulgated by the department for authorized local electrical licensing programs implementing the state program.

SECTION 7.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 227.450 TO 227.500 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Effective July 1, 2001, the department, after affording the affected party an opportunity to be heard, may revoke, suspend, place on probation, or restrict the license or certificate of any licensee or certificate holder; refuse to issue or fail to renew the license or certificate; reprimand a licensee or certificate holder; or censure the license or certificate of any journeyman electrician, master electrician, or electrical contractor; and may impose fines between twenty-five dollars ($25) and two hundred fifty dollars ($250) per day, if the licensee has done any of the following:

(1)
Knowingly and willfully violated the provisions of the electrical code, this chapter, or administrative regulations promulgated under this chapter;

(2)
Practiced fraud or deception in applying for or obtaining a license;

(3)
Performed services as a licensed electrical contractor, master electrician, or journeyman electrician incompetently or negligently in violation of applicable codes and standards of practice;

(4)
Permitted a person not licensed by this chapter to use his or her license to obtain or perform electrical work;

(5)
Acted in an unprofessional or dishonorable manner that is likely to deceive or defraud the public; or

(6)
Willfully or deliberately disregarded any disciplinary actions taken by the board, or of a city, county, or urban-county government.

SECTION 8.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 227.450 TO 227.500 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Effective July 1, 2001, any person for whom licensure is required, who is not licensed as required by KRS 227.450 to 227.500 and who engages in electrical work or electrical contracting, shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. Each day shall be a separate offense.
Section 9.   KRS 227.480 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A city or county shall, according to the Uniform State Building Code as it pertains to the plan review and inspection responsibilities of local governments, require any person to obtain permits before commencing construction, alteration or repairs of any electrical wiring, and require such inspection as it deems necessary for the safety of life and property. After July 1, 2001, no permit shall be issued except in the name of the licensed electrical contractor.
(2)
Until July 1, 2001, a city,[ or] county, or the state shall not issue a permit unless the applicant submits, through an affidavit or other means prescribed by the city, county, or state, that he or she has complied with workers' compensation and unemployment insurance laws and regulations. The city or county shall also until July 1, 2001, require the applicant to submit proof in the manner prescribed above that he or she has obtained a general liability insurance policy of not less than two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) which is in effect. Failure to comply with this requirement shall be grounds for suspension or revocation of a master electrician's or[ an] electrical contractor's[contractor] license. After July 1, 2001, proof of workers' compensation unemployment insurance and general liability insurance in the minimum amount of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) shall be one (1) of the requirements for doing business as an electrical contractor and obtaining the required state license. However, the provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a homeowner who is also a resident of the home or to a farmer who does construction, alteration, or repairs of any electrical wiring on his or her personal residence or farm[their own] premises.

(3)
A city or county shall, by employment or contract,[may] appoint and fix the compensation of city or county electrical inspectors, and may by ordinance fix reasonable fees and establish other requirements, not in conflict with state law, for the conduct of electrical inspections within its boundaries. All electrical inspectors shall[must] be certified under KRS 227.489.

(4)
Reasonable standards for the construction, alteration and repair of any electrical wiring shall be those adopted in the Uniform State Building Code, as promulgated by the Board of Housing, Buildings and Construction, and shall have as a minimum standard the requirements of the National Electrical[Electric] Code. These standards shall be used by the electrical inspector in making his inspections.

SECTION 10.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 198B IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Every person licensed by KRS 227.450 to 227.500 shall carry upon his or her person or have readily available at the location he or she is working the photo ID license card issued and the licensee shall present the card for viewing upon demand by any certified electrical inspector or any user of the licensee's services.

(2)
If the holder of a master electrician's license, who is the representative by which the licensed electrical contractor company qualifies, ceases to be part of the business utilizing that license, the master electrician shall immediately report the disassociation to the department or to the authorized local licensing program approved by the department. The master electrician shall be responsible for all work done under the master's license to the point at which the department or authorized local licensing program is notified.

(3)
If the holder of any electrical license ceases to be part of the business utilizing that license, all rights of the firm or corporation or its employees to perform work under that license shall cease, and the firm or corporation shall be required to employ a licensed person prior to continuance of the business activity or within thirty (30) days, whichever comes first.

(4)
No licensed master electrician shall represent more than one (1) licensed electrical contractor.
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