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SUBJECT/TITLE
Juvenile justice; detention of juveniles

SPONSOR
Rep. Susan Westrom

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 jailers; jails; peace officers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Create, amend, and repeal numerous sections of KRS Chapters 600, 605, 610, 630, 645 and other statutes to specify circumstances when a child who commits a "status offense" may be detained and specify the type of facility for detention; add new definitions of "beyond control of parents" and "beyond control of school"; require reports to a judge prior to holding a status offender in secure detention; specify time frames for detention; require a finding that the child is subject to a valid court order before detention may be ordered.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and minimal to moderate. Overall, provisions in this bill restrict the amount of time that status offenders can be held in secure facilities. Secure detention for juveniles generally costs about $100 per day (however, depending on the facility, some portion of this cost is reimbursed). To the extent that the provisions of this bill reduce this time, there may be some reduction in county detention costs. On the other hand, the precise nature and cost of alternatives to secure detention, in specific counties and in individual circumstances, is indeterminable. In some cases it can be equal to (or greater than) secure detention facilities costs; in other cases, less.

Finally, to the extent that the bill's provisions make certain re-definitions of juvenile (secure and nonsecure) facilities and require the use of approved (by Department of Juvenile Justice) facilities there may be some increased revenue to those counties which operate such regional juvenile detention facilities and are reimbursed by other counties. On the other hand, some counties may need to modify existing facilities to bring them into conformity with DJJ requirements for approval. Some counties may experience increased transportation costs to transport juveniles to approved facilities. Additionally, provisions of the bill appear to require some additional training for specialized, and specifically-trained, staff to supervise juveniles. As a practical matter, most counties have such personnel, however there may be some situations in which additional training may be required. To the extent that county governments/jails incur any related costs for this, there will be some minimal fiscal impact.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson (LRC); Ted Collins (Legislative Chair, Ky. Peace officers Assoc.); James Kemper (Franklin County Jailer); Harold Taylor (Pres., Ky. Jailers Association); Pam Lester (LRC)
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